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Executive Summary

This feasibility study assesses the potential to deliver a new
accessible pedestrian and cycle crossing over the mainline railway in
Haslemere, reconnecting the Wey Hill commercial centre with Kings
Road, Camelsdale, and surrounding residential areas.

The Need

Existing connections across the railway are inadequate. The Sturt
Road underpass is constrained, traffic-dominated, and perceived
as unsafe, while the current Kings Road footbridge is stepped and
inaccessible to many users, including wheelchair users, cyclists,
families with pushchairs, and those with limited mobility. This
creates a significant barrier to movement and disproportionately
affects vulnerable groups, including school children and residents
accessing key local amenities.

Opportunity

A new bridge would provide a direct, step-free connection, reducing
journey distances by up to 70% and significantly improving
accessibility. This would support a shift toward walking and cycling
for short local trips, reduce reliance on cars, and strengthen links
between residential areas, the town centre, and leisure facilities.

Options Considered
e The study considered:
e Replacing the existing arched bridge
Tunnelled and off the shelf options
e New bridge and bridge approach options at the Herons site

Replacing the existing bridge was found to be impractical due to
spatial constraints, significant structural interventions, and the
requirement for lifts. A tunnel solution was discounted due to high
cost, construction risk, and complexity associated with working
beneath a live railway.

Four new bridge scenarios (A-D) were developed and assessed.
Options A and C were selected for further design development due
to their relative feasibility and reduced impact on surrounding land
uses.

Preferred Approach
The study concludes that a new single-span bridge of approximately
25-30 metres, combined with ramped access, represents the most

practical and deliverable solution. A steel plated U-girder structure
is identified as the preferred bridge typology due to its structural
efficiency, suitability for prefabrication, and ability to minimise
disruption to railway operations through installation during a single
possession.

Option A, the straight ramp, offers a simpler and more direct

alignment with reduced construction complexity,
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while Option C, with a spiral ramp to the south, provides
opportunities for place making and integration with wider site
improvements, albeit with a larger footprint.

Key Constraints and Risks

The project must address several key constraints including limited
land availability and proximity to residential properties, Network
Rail clearance, safety, and other approval requirements.
Consideration needs to be given to the impact on existing trees,
ecology, and local amenities and construction access and staging in a
constrained urban environment

Risks include cost escalation due to railway possessions, potential
community concerns regarding overlooking and anti-social
behaviour, and ground conditions affecting foundation design. These
can be mitigated through early engagement, careful design, and
appropriate surveys.

Benefits

The proposed bridge would deliver step-free, inclusive access across
the railway, improve safety and user experience and encourage
active travel and reduce short car journeys. It would also support
local economic activity by increasing footfall and could unlock
opportunities for wider site enhancement and community uses.

Delivery and Next Steps

The project is considered feasible subject to further design
development, surveys, and stakeholder engagement. A combination
of funding sources, including Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL),
grants, and developer contributions, is likely to be required.

Next steps include:

1 - Detailed topographical and ground investigations

2 - Development of a preferred option

3 - Engagement with Network Rail and key stakeholders
4 - Cost planning and funding strategy development
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