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1. Executive Summary 

Site Details 

¶ Site A - Woodcock Green & Memorial (SU8728536590): 0.199 ha. 

¶ Site B ï Grovers Garden (SU8773536693): 0.654 ha. 

¶ Site C ï Golden Valley Verge (SU8817436295): 0.773 ha. 

¶ Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments (SU8859232534): 0.518 ha. 

¶ Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road (SU8914132236): 4.016 ha. 

¶ Site F ï Lion Green (SU8894932974): 1.855 ha. 

¶ Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green (SU8929632859): 0.369 ha. 

¶ Site H ï Clement Corner (SU8956932884): 0.024 ha. 

¶ Site I ï Town Meadow (SU9014632967): 0.791 ha. 

¶ Site J ï Pocket Park (SU9037832851): 0.029 ha. 

¶ Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments (SU9078132822): 0.917 ha. 

¶ Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments (SU9190934016): 0.839 ha.  

Scope of Works 

aLyne Ecology Ltd. was commissioned by Haslemere Town Council (HTC) to carry out a Biodiversity Audit of 

12 designated local greenspace sites located within the wider Beacon Hill and Haslemere areas in Surrey (see 

Figures 1a and 1b). This included the following:  

¶ A field survey using the UKHab system to assess the baseline ecological conditions of the sites and 

their potential to support protected species and species of conservation concern. 

¶ A Habitat Condition Assessment (HCA) to inform the calculation of baseline and post-intervention 

biodiversity units for each site. 

Brief and Objectives 

¶ Map and identify the existing habitats within 12 designated local greenspace sites, using the UK Habitat 

Classification (UKHab) system (UK Habitat Working Group, 2023). Assess the baseline ecological 

conditions of the sites and their potential to support protected species and species of conservation 

concern. 

¶ Taking into account current management regimes, establish the baseline biodiversity units for the 12 

sites, classifying the type, distinctiveness, condition, and strategic significance of habitats, hedgerows 

and watercourses currently present. Baseline biodiversity units are based on aLyne Ecologyôs HCAôs 

carried out during June and July 2024 (see Section 14). 

¶ Make recommendations to maximise biodiversity net gain, in accordance with the NPPF, 2023 (HM 

Government, 2023) and the Waverley Borough Local Plan Part 1, Adopted February 2018 (Waverley 

Borough Council, 2018). 

¶ Make recommendations relating to habitat creation and enhancement which will maximise the post-

intervention biodiversity units for each of the 12 sites, while simultaneously ensuring continued 

enjoyment of the sites for local residents as well as effective use of HTC funding.     
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¶ Determine whether the recommended management interventions are likely to result in a net loss or net 

gain for biodiversity (habitats, hedgerows and rivers). 

¶ At Site C (Golden Valley Verge) only, provide baseline habitat data to assist Haslemere Biodiversity 

Group and local residents with on-going monitoring of a wildflower verge creation project.  

¶ Make recommendations for general ecological enhancements that could be implemented on each of 

the 12 sites. 

Survey Results & BNG Assessments 

Photographs of the 12 sites are provided in Appendix 1, full species lists are provided in Appendix 2 and a list 

of target notes is provided in Appendix 3. The HCA sheets for each habitat, hedgerow and watercourse parcel 

(where appropriate) are provided in Appendix 4.  

Site A (Woodcock Green & Memorial): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: modified grassland ï g4, other woodland; mixed; mainly 

coniferï w1h6, mixed scrub ï h3h (see Figure 2a).   

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 0.92 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 1.50 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +62.68 % (+ 0.58 units) for habitats. 

Site B (Grovers Gardens): 

Á The habitats recorded on site are as follows: other lowland acid grassland ï g1d, other woodland; 

mixed; mainly coniferï w1h6, other developed land ï u1b6, non-native and ornamental hedgerows ï 

h2b (see Figure 2b).  

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 2.99 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 0.09 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 3.48 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 0.28 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +16.40 % (+ 0.49 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +234.73 % (+ 0.20 units) for hedgerows. 

Site C (Golden Valley Verge): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: other neutral grassland ï g3c, modified grassland ï g4, 

artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c (see Figure 2c). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 5.13 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 8.30 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +61.59 % (+ 3.16 units) for habitats. 

Site D (Sturt Road Allotments): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: polyculture ï c1f7, artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface 

ï u1c (see Figure 2d). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 1.13 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 1.13 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for habitats. 

Site E (SANG at Sturt Road): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: bracken ï g1a, other neutral grassland ï g3c, other 

lowland mixed deciduous woodland ï w1f7, bramble scrub ï h3d, gorse scrub ï h3e, mixed scrub ï 

h3h (see Figure 2e). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 48.60 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 54.00 units. 
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¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +11.11 % (+ 5.40 units) for habitats. 

Site F (Lion Green): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: modified grassland ï g4, other developed land ï u1b6, 

other broadleaved woodland (line of trees) ï w1g 33, other rivers and streams ï r1b (see Figure 2f).   

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 3.94 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 1.72 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Watercourse Units = 0.66 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 4.31 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 1.72 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Watercourse Units = 1.24 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +9.31 % (+ 0.37 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for hedgerows. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +86.72 % (+ 0.58 units) for watercourses. 

Site G (St. Christopherôs Green): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: modified grassland ï g4, buildings ï u1b5 (see Figure 

2g). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 0.98 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 1.21 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +23.07% (+0.23 units) for habitats. 

Site H (Clement Corner):  

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: modified grassland ï g4, other developed land ï u1b6, 

mixed scrub ï h3h, non-native and ornamental hedgerows ï h2b, other rivers and streams ï r2b (see 

Figure 2h). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 0.09 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 0.02 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Watercourse Units = 0.04 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 0.12 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 0.02 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Watercourse Units = 0.08 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +32.32 % (+ 0.03 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for hedgerows. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +86.72 % (+ 0.04 units) for watercourses. 

Site I (Town Meadow): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: other neutral grassland ï g3c, modified grassland ï g4, 

mixed scrub ï h3h, buildings ï u1b5, other developed land ï u1b6, artificial unvegetated; unsealed 

surface ï u1c, other broadleaved woodland (line of trees) ï w1g 33, other rivers and streams ï r1b 

(see Figure 2i).   

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 3.35 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 0.67 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Watercourse Units = 0.50 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 4.42 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 0.67 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Watercourse Units = 0.50 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +31.98 % (+ 1.07 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for hedgerows. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for watercourses. 

 



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

4 
 

Site J (Pocket Park): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: modified grassland ï g4, other broadleaved woodland 

(line of trees) ï w1g 33 (see Figure 2j). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 0.13 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 0.04 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 0.24 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 0.04 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +80.41 % (+ 0.11 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0 % (0 units) for hedgerows. 

Site K (Collards Lane Allotments): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: polyculture ï c1f7, artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface 

ï u1c (see Figure k). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 2.08 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 2.08 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for habitats. 

Site L (Clammer Hill Allotments): 

¶ The habitats recorded on site are as follows: other neutral grassland ï g3c, modified grassland ï g4, 

polyculture ï c1f7, buildings ï u1b5, other developed land ï u1b6, artificial unvegetated; unsealed 

surface ï u1c, species-rich native hedgerow ï h2a5, other native hedgerow ï h2a6 (see Figure 2l). 

¶ Total Baseline Habitat Units = 4.90 units. 

¶ Total Baseline Hedgerow Units = 1.69 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Habitat Units = 6.26 units. 

¶ Total Post-intervention Hedgerow Units = 2.44 units. 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +27.68 % (+ 1.36 units) for habitats 

¶ Predicted biodiversity net gain of +44.28% (+ 0.75 units) for hedgerows. 

Conclusions 

¶ Based on the results of the field surveys and biodiversity net gain assessments, it is evident that there 

are significant opportunities for biodiversity net gain within the 12 HTC sites surveyed as part of the 

Haslemere Biodiversity Audit. 

¶ The recommendations for habitat management outlined in Section 7 are hypothetical scenarios which 

could be wholly or partly implemented on the 12 sites. Once details of any potential habitat creation 

and enhancement measures have been finalised, the Statutory Biodiversity Metrics should be updated, 

and a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) prepared to secure the habitats for at least 

30 years. 

¶ The creation and enhancement of habitats for biodiversity net gain is independent of HTCôs 

obligation to follow avoidance and mitigation measures for protected species which should 

be considered prior to the implementation of any habitat management works. 
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2. Introduction 

2.1 Details of Sites 

Table 1 provides details on the wider Beacon Hill and Haslemere areas as an overview, intended as a 

summary of key features, including context of the area in terms of habitats, land use and connectivity 

to the wider landscape. Information in Table 1 refers broadly to the Haslemere Neighbourhood Plan 

(HNP) area and a 1 km buffer radius and has been derived from Magic (Natural England, 2013) and 

the Biodiversity Audit of Haslemereôs Ecological Network report (GS Ecology Ltd., 2020).  

Table 1.  Details of Sites 

Name of Sites (OS Grid References) Site A - Woodcock Green & Memorial (SU8728536590) 
Site B ï Grovers Garden (SU8773536693) 
Site C ï Golden Valley Verge (SU8817436295) 
Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments (SU8859232534) 
Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road (SU8914132236) 
Site F ï Lion Green (SU8894932974) 
Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green (SU8929632859) 
Site H ï Clement Corner (SU8956932884) 
Site I ï Town Meadow (SU9014632967) 
Site J ï Pocket Park (SU9037832851) 
Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments (SU9078132822) 
Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments (SU9190934016) 

Approximate Total Area of Sites (ha) Site A - Woodcock Green & Memorial (0.199 ha) 
Site B ï Grovers Garden (0.653 ha) 
Site C ï Golden Valley Verge (0.772 ha) 
Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments (0.518017) 
Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road (4.015 ha) 
Site F ï Lion Green (1.855 ha) 
Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green (0.369 ha) 
Site H ï Clement Corner (0.024 ha) 
Site I ï Town Meadow (0.799 ha) 
Site J ï Pocket Park (0.028 ha) 
Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments (0.917 ha) 
Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments (0.838 ha) 

Landowner and Local Authority HTC, Waverley Borough Council (WBC) 

All Sites - Geology and Soils Freely Draining Very Acidic Sandy and Loamy Soils 

All Sites - Hydrology Freely Draining 

Nature Conservation Designations ¶ Special Areas of Conservation (SACôs) 

¶ Special Protection Areas (SPAôs) 

¶ Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIôs) 

¶ Local Nature Reserves (LNRôs) 

¶ Local Wildlife Sites (LWSôs) 

Other Designations Surrey Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

The Woodland Trust Ancient and Notable Tree 
Inventory 

Currently no trees listed on ancient tree inventory for the 12 
sites. However, ancient and veteran trees were recorded on 
Site E (SANG at Sturt Road) 

Biodiversity Opportunity Areas ¶ WG04: Devilôs Punch Bowl and Hindhead Heaths  

National Habitat Network ¶ Network Enhancement Zone 1 
¶ Network Enhancement Zone 2 

Current Land Use All 12 sites are designated local greenspaces owned or 
managed by HTC 

Surrounding Habitats and Land Use Woodland is the dominant land-cover type totalling 
approximately 48% of the HNP area. Extensive areas of 
heathland, acid grassland and woodpasture/parkland 
associated with nationally and internationally important 
designated sites are also present within the wider Beacon 
Hill and Haslemere areas. The River Wey also runs 
adjacent to the HNP area boundary 
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Urban Context / Locality Haslemere is located in the south-west corner of Surrey. 
The A3 is located to the north and the London to Portsmouth 
railway line runs through the town centre    

Connectivity to Wider Landscape Via large parcels of heathland, woodland, 
woodpasture/parkland, lines of trees, hedgerows and the 
River Wey and its tributaries 

Priority Habitats  ¶ Deciduous woodland 

¶ Lowland heathland 

¶ Lowland dry acid grassland  

¶ Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh 

¶ Traditional orchards 

¶ Woodpasture and parkland 

¶ Rivers 

¶ Lakes and ponds 

¶ Hedgerows 

Ancient Woodland 85 ha (8% of HNP area) classified as ancient woodland 

Statutory Designated Sites  ¶ Stockstone Quarry SSSI 

¶ Thursley, Hankley & Frensham Commons SSSI 

¶ Bramshott & Ludshott Commons SSSI 

¶ Devilôs Punch Bowl SSSI 

¶ Lynchmere Commons LNR 

¶ The Flashes LNR 

Non-Statutory Designated Sites  ¶ 37 LWSôs: 19 either wholly or partially within HNP 
boundary and 8 outside the HNP boundary but 
within 1km. 

European Designated Sites  ¶ Thursley, Ash, Pirbright & Chobham SAC 

¶ Thursley, Hankley & Frensham Commons SPA 

¶ Wealden Heaths Phase II SPA 
 

EPSLs within 2 km EPSLôs granted for the following European protected 
species: 

¶ Hazel dormouse (Muscardinus avellanarius) 

¶ Common pipistrelle bat (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) 

¶ Sorano pipistrelle bat (Pipistrellus pygmaeus) 

¶ Brown long-eared bat (Plecotus auratus) 

¶ Daubentonôs bat (Myotis daubentonii) 

¶ Nattererôs bat (Myotis nattereri) 

¶ Serotine bat (Eptesicus serotinus) 
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Aerial plans showing the 12 sites surveyed as part of the Haslemere Biodiversity Audit are provided 
below and in Figures 1a and 1b: 

Beacon Hill Sites (A-C) 

Haslemere Sites (D-L) 
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Table 2 provides detailed descriptions of the 12 sites surveyed as part of the Haslemere Biodiversity 

Audit. 

Table 2.  Description of Sites 

Location 

Reference 

Description Grid 

Reference 

Area Figure 

Reference 

Photo Reference 

(Appendix 1) 

A (Woodcock 

Green & 

Memorial) 

Woodcock green comprises an area of 

public greenspace located off Churt Road 

(A287). The entirety of Woodcock Green 

includes conifer dominated woodland with 

a mixture of modified grassland or dense 

understorey shrubs dominated by cherry 

laurel and holly. The Memorial comprises 

a well-maintained grassland with 

ornamental shrubs located at the junction 

of Churt Road and Hampton terrace. 

SU8728536
590 

0.199 ha Figure 2a 

 

Section 12.1 

B (Grovers 

Gardens) 

Public greenspace given to Haslemere 

Urban District Council in 1934 for órest and 

enjoyment of inhabitants in perpetuityô. 

Recently reverted to Haslemere Town 

Council in 2021. Comprises mature trees 

and woodland dominated by coniferous 

species including well-maintained open 

grassland with frequent acidic indicators.   

SU8773536
693 

0.654 ha Figure 2b 

 

Section 12.2 

C (Golden 

Valley Verge) 

750-metre-long road verge parallel to the 

Churt Road and Golden Valley.  The verge 

comprises predominantly modified 

grassland but also a small patch of neutral 

grassland. The site has been selected for 

the creation of a wildflower verge, in 

collaboration with the National Trust 

(landowners), Buglife, Haslemere 

Biodiversity Group and local residents. 

SU8817436
295 

0.773 ha Figure 2c 

 

Section 12.3 

D (Sturt Road 

Allotments) 

Allotments located off Sturt Road (A287), 

to the west of Haslemere Leisure Centre 

and immediately south of the railway line. 
Comprises twenty-eight plots ranging from 

39 square metres to over 200 square 

metres. Valued site yielding recreational 

and health benefits and contribution to 

local food production. Owned and 

managed by HTC. 

SU8859232
534 

0.518 ha Figure 2d 

 

Section 12.4 

E (SANG at 

Sturt Road) 

Large Suitable Alternative Natural 

Greenspace (SANG) for adjacent Sturt 

Farm development located to the north for 

135 dwellings. Part of avoidance and 

mitigation for potential impacts on 

Wealden Heaths Phase II Special 

Protection Area (SPA). Includes a mixture 

of habitats such as woodland, grassland 

and scrub located on an elevated, sloped 

area of greenspace overlooking the 

Camelsdale area to the west. 

SU8914132
236 

4.016 ha Figure 2e 

 

Section 12.5 

F (Lion Green) Important recreation and leisure site 

comprising predominantly short-mown 

modified grassland, lines of mature trees 

and a small ditch/stream. There is also a 

childrenôs playground and youth meeting 

SU8894932
974 

1.855 ha Figure 2f 

 

Section 12.6 
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Location 

Reference 

Description Grid 

Reference 

Area Figure 

Reference 

Photo Reference 

(Appendix 1) 

point. It is a popular venue for community 

events and is one of Haslemereôs ógreen 

lungsô. It is a registered Village Green 

under the trusteeship of Village Green at 

Shottermill, managed by HTC. 

G (St. 

Christopherôs 

Green) 

A popular green space used for leisure 

and recreation. It comprises short-mown 

modified grassland with a number of 

mature scattered trees. It is Registered 

Common Land under the management of 

WBC. It is central to the visual 

attractiveness and character of this part of 

Wey Hill. 

SU8929632
859 

0.369 ha Figure 2g 

 

Section 12.7 

H (Clement 

Corner) 

Small urban public greenspace 

comprising short mown modified 

grassland, ornamental shrubs and a small 

footbridge that passes over a stream.  

SU8956932
884 
 

0.024 ha Figure 2h 

 

Section 12.8 

I (Town 

Meadow)  

Public Park located in Haslemere town 

centre comprising areas of short mown 

grassland and a playground bordered by 

mature trees and scrub. The central part 

of the site is waterlogged and includes 

taller vegetation with evidence of a historic 

pond.    

SU9014632
967 
 

0.791 ha Figure 2i 

 

Section 12.9 

J (Pocket 

Park) 

Small urban public greenspace 

comprising short mown modified 

grassland, ornamental shrubs and some 

scattered trees.  

SU9037832
851 
 

0.029 ha Figure 2j 

 

Section 12.10 

K (Collards 

Lane 

Allotments) 

The Collards Lane Allotments lie within 

the Green Belt and an Area of Great 

Landscape Value (AGLV). Largest HTC 

allotment site with 51 plots ranging from 

52 square metres to over 200 square 

metres. Valued site yielding recreational 

and health benefits and contribution to 

local food production. Owned and 

managed by HTC. 

SU9078132
822 
 

0.917 ha Figure 2k 

 

Section 12.11 

L (Clammer 

Hill 

Allotments) 

The Clammer Hill Allotments lie close to 

the village of Grayswood and within the 

Green Belt and the AONB. HTCôs smallest 

allotment site with 24 plots ranging from 

30 square metres to over 90 square 

metres. Also includes an area of tall 

neutral grassland and boundary 

hedgerows. Valued site yielding 

recreational and health benefits and 

contribute to local food production. Owned 

and managed by HTC. 

SU9190934

016 

0.839 ha Figure 2l 

 

Section 12.12 
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2.2 Brief and Objectives 

The purpose of the Haslemere Biodiversity Audit was to:  

¶ Map and identify the existing habitats within 12 designated local greenspace sites, using the 

UK Habitat Classification (UKHab) system (UK Habitat Working Group, 2023). Assess the 

baseline ecological conditions of the sites and their potential to support protected species and 

species of conservation concern. 

¶ Taking into account current management regimes, establish the baseline biodiversity units for 

the 12 sites, classifying the type, distinctiveness, condition, and strategic significance of 

habitats, hedgerows and watercourses currently present. Baseline biodiversity units are based 

on aLyne Ecologyôs HCAôs carried out during June and July 2024 (see Section 14). 

¶ Make recommendations to maximise biodiversity net gain, in accordance with the NPPF, 2023 

(HM Government, 2023) and the Waverley Borough Local Plan Part 1, Adopted February 2018 

(Waverley Borough Council, 2018). 

¶ Make recommendations relating to habitat creation and enhancement which will maximise the 

post-intervention biodiversity units for each of the 12 sites, while simultaneously ensuring 

continued enjoyment of the sites for local residents as well as effective use of HTC funding.     

¶ Determine whether the management interventions are likely to result in a net loss or net gain 

for biodiversity (habitats, hedgerows and rivers). 

¶ At Site C (Golden Valley Verge) only, provide baseline habitat data to assist Haslemere 

Biodiversity Group and local residents with on-going monitoring of a wildflower verge creation 

project.  

¶ Make recommendations for general ecological enhancements that could be implemented on 

each of the 12 sites. 

¶ Clearly identify limitations and assumptions.  
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3. Survey Methods 

3.1 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 

A field survey, using the UKHab system was undertaken of each site by Josh Brown BSc (Hons), Charlie 

Gardiner BSc (Hons) ACIEEM and Megan Beard BSc (Hons) between 12th June and 2nd July 2024 

(aLyne Ecology Limited, Senior Ecologist, Ecologist and Assistant Ecologist).  The weather conditions 

during the field surveys are shown in Table 3.  The boundaries of the 12 sites surveyed are shown in 

Figure 1. 

The field survey technique used is detailed in the UK Habitat Classification User Manual, Version 2.0 

(UK Habitat Working Group, 2023).  The principle aim of the UKHab system is to provide a rapid system 

for recording and classifying habitats, which can be used for both earth-based and field-based surveys.  

The system comprises a principal hierarchy (the Primary Habitats), which include ecosystems, broad 

habitats, Priority Habitats and Annex 1 habitats, and non-hierarchical Secondary Codes.   

The UKHab óProfessional Editionô has been used, with the use of Level 5 Primary Habitats and 

Secondary Codes, as detailed in the UK Habitat Classification-V2.0 (UK Habitat Working Group, 2023) 

Excel workbook.  Primary Habitats and Secondary Codes follow the UK Habitat Classification ï Habitat 

Definitions ï V2.0 (UK Habitat Working Group, 2023).  The Secondary Codes selected are appropriate 

to the site and habitats recorded.  The Minimum Mapping Unit used is 25 m2 and 5 m in length.  

Where possible, prior to carrying out the field survey, habitats on site were identified using 

www.magic.gov.uk, Google Earth Pro, 2020 and previous surveys reports, if available.  Pre-survey 

maps were compiled using 3.28.13 'Firenzeô.  Evidence of habitat management was also noted.  

During the field survey, habitat types were recorded using QField on a tablet (Samsung Galaxy Tab 

S6).  GIS symbology used is as recommended in the UK Habitat Classification symbology files for 

QGIS, presented as Level 4 Primary Habitat, with Level 5 labelled as a code. 

A full plant species-list for each site is provided in Appendix 2 and a list of target notes is provided in 

Appendix 3.  All plants have been assigned an assessment of abundance according to the DAFOR 

scale: 

D ï Dominant. 

A ï Abundant. 

F ï Frequency. 

O ï Occasional. 

R ï Rare.   

Table 3. Survey Details 

 

Date: 12th June 2024 17th June 2024 19th June 2024 24th June 2024 2nd July 2024 

Surveyors: JB, MB JB, MB JB, CG JB, MB CG, MB 

Sites 

Surveyed: 

A, B C, F, G, H E D, I, J, K L 

Weather 

conditions: 

15oC, dry, 95% 

cloud cover, 

wind force 0 

17oC, dry, 30% 

cloud cover, 

wind force 1 

17oC, dry, 75% 

cloud cover, 

wind force 1 

21oC, dry, 80% 

cloud cover, 

wind force 0 

22oC, dry, 

100% cloud 

cover, wind 

force 1 

Surveyor codes: CG ï Charlie Gardiner BSc (Hons) ACIEEM; JB ï Josh Brown BSc (Hons); MB ï Megan Beard BSc (Hons)  
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3.1.1 Site C - Golden Valley Verge 

This site has been selected for the creation of a wildflower verge, in collaboration with the National Trust 

(landowners), Buglife, Haslemere Biodiversity Group and local residents. In order to assist Haslemere 

Biodiversity Group and local residents with on-going monitoring of the project, extra quadrats were 

surveyed along the length of the verge to provide baseline data, the results of which have been included 

in Appendix 5.  

This involved surveying six 1m x 1m quadrats at regular intervals along the road verge (see Appendix 

5). All grass and forb species were recorded within the quadrat and their relative abundance determined 

according to the DAFOR scale. A What3words was taken for the location of each quadrat to enable the 

diversity and relative abundance of grass and forb species to be tracked year-to-year as the wildflower 

verge becomes established.  

3.2 Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

3.2.1 Baseline Biodiversity Units Calculation  

The baseline biodiversity units for each of the 12 sites has been calculated using the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric (Defra, 2023). All baseline site areas/lengths have been mapped using QGIS 3.28 

Firenze and the Natural England mapping tool. 

All HCAôs have been based on data collected during the site visits carried out by aLyne Ecology between 

12th June and 2nd July 2024. The HCA sheets for each habitat, hedgerow and watercourse parcel (where 

appropriate) are provided in Appendix 4.  

3.2.2 Post-Intervention Biodiversity Units Calculation 

Post-intervention biodiversity units for each of the 12 sites have been calculated based on the predicted 

target habitat type and condition that could be achieved, providing the habitat management 

recommendations outlined in Section 7 are implemented.  

As the details of proposed habitat creation and enhancement for the 12 sites is currently unknown at 

this stage, the post-intervention biodiversity units may be subject to change. The baseline data and 

recommendations for biodiversity net gain outlined in Sections 6 and 7 respectively, should be used to 

inform the location and type of ecological enhancements required, based on the maximum likely uplift 

that can be achieved.  

3.2.3 Change in Biodiversity Units 

The change in biodiversity units is calculated by subtracting the baseline biodiversity units from post-

intervention biodiversity units.  A net gain in biodiversity units for habitats, hedgerows and watercourses 

is required in order to achieve biodiversity net gain. Copies of the Statutory Biodiversity Metrics for each 

individual site will be submitted with this report.   

3.3 Survey Limitations  

There were no limitations to the survey in terms of the following: 

¶ The sites could be fully accessed. 

¶ Weather conditions (dry and sunny). 

¶ Personal competence (qualifications, training, skills, and experience). 

¶ Time spent surveying.  
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3.4 BNG Assumptions  

The classification of baseline habitat, hedgerow and watercourse types have been selected based on 

those most closely matching the UK Habitat Classification-V2.0 (UK Habitat Working Group, 2023) 

descriptions.  

Due to the number and scale of the sites surveyed, individual trees have not been included in the unit 

calculations for this biodiversity audit as it was not feasible to conduct a condition assessment of every 

scattered tree within the allocated survey timeframe. Therefore, it was concluded that the audit should 

focus on broad habitat types including area and linear habitats as these are valued highest in the metric. 

Therefore, it is likely that the total biodiversity unit value of any sites with scattered individual trees would 

increase slightly, once they have been accounted for. 
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4.   Survey Results  

The results of the field survey are presented in map form in Figure 2 and described in Table 4 to 15.  Priority Habitats are in bold, where applicable. Photographs 

of the sites are provided in Appendix 1.  

4.1 Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial  

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 12th June 2024.   

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Mixed scrub ï h3h.   

Á Other woodland; mixed; mainly coniferï w1h6.   

 

Table 4.  Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial ï Results of Field Survey ï Habitats  

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4. 

 

0.011 ha Located at the junction of 

Churt Road and Hampton 

terrace.  

Annual meadow-grass, 

common catôs-ear, and 

springy turf moss 

N/A 106 ï Mown None recorded 

Mixed scrub ï h3h.   

 

0.009 ha Located at the junction of 

Churt Road and Hampton 

terrace. 

Mahonia, lilac, lavender, 

azalea, laurel 

N/A 523 ï Non-native 

847 ï Introduced shrub 

Spanish bluebell was 

record at target note 1 

on Figure 2a 

Potential for nesting 

birds 

Other woodland; mixed; 

mainly coniferï w1h6. 

0.179 ha Comprises the entirety of 

Woodcock Green including 

areas of woodland over 

modified grassland and a 

parcel with the understorey 

dominated by cherry laurel 

and holly.  

Canopy 

Beech, Scotôs pine, and 

sycamore 

Understorey 

Cherry laurel and holly 

Ground layer 

10 ï Scattered scrub 106 ï Mown 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

516 ï Active management 

524 ï Invasive non-native 

species 

Rhododendron 

recorded at target note 

2 on Figure 2a 

Variegated yellow 

archangel recorded at 

target note 3 on Figure 

2a 



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

 

15 
 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Common nettle, ivy, and 

lords and ladies 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

roosting/foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

European hedgehogs 

(Erinaceus europaeus). 

 

 

 

4.2 Site B ï Grovers Gardens 

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 12th June 2024. 

Á Other lowland acid grassland ï g1d. 

Á Other woodland ï mixed ï mainly coniferï w1h6. 

Á Other developed land ï u1b6.  

Á Non-native and ornamental hedgerows ï h2b. 

 

Table 5.  Site B ï Grovers Gardens - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other lowland acid grassland 

ï g1d. 

0.152 ha The eastern half of the site 

comprises more open 

grassland with scattered 

trees.  

Annual meadow-grass, 

bilberry, creeping 

buttercup, creeping thistle, 

field woodrush, heath 

bedstraw, heath 

speedwell, sheepôs fescue, 

sheep's sorrel, tormentil 

32 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace  

Spanish bluebell 

recorded at target note 

1 on Figure 2b 
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other woodland ï mixed ï 

mainly coniferï w1h6. 

 

0.497 ha Forms the majority of the 

site including closed 

canopy coniferous 

woodland over short mown 

grassland which surrounds 

an island of more dense 

vegetation at the centre, 

comprising mainly 

rhododendron and cherry 

laurel.  

Common beech, Lawson 

cypress, Scot's pine, 

sycamore, rhododendron, 

red oak, cherry laurel 

N/A 217 ï Woodland open 

space 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

516 ï Active management 

524 ï Invasive non-native 

species 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

532 ï Scattered grass 

847 ï Introduced shrub 

Compost heap recorded 

at target note 4 on figure 

2b 

Potential for 

roosting/foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

European hedgehogs  

Other developed land ï u1b6 0.005 ha Comprises a set of steps 

and railings adjacent to 

southern site boundary.  

N/A N/A N/A None recorded. 

Non-native and ornamental 

hedgerows ï h2b 

0.074 km Forms the southern site 

boundary adjacent to 

Wood Road.  

Cherry laurel, sycamore N/A N/A Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds 
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4.3 Site C ï Golden Valley Verge   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 17th June 2024.  Additional quadrats 

were surveyed to provide baseline data for the wildflower verge project at this site, the results of which have been included in Appendix 5.  

Á Other neutral grassland ï g3c. 

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c. 

 

Table 6.  Site C ï Golden Valley Verge - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other neutral grassland ï 

g3c 

0.057 ha Small area of grassland 

adjacent to lowland 

heathland habitat 

associated with Golden 

Valley. Species richness is 

better in this area than the 

rest of the road verge.  

Buckshorn plantain, rough 

meadow grass, sheepôs 

sorrel, lesser stitchwort, 

lesser trefoil, ox-eye daisy, 

sweet vernal grass 

 

N/A 106 ï Mown 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

invertebrates of 

conservation concern  

Modified grassland ï g4 0.706 ha Forms the majority of the 

road verge comprising 

species-poor grassland 

dominated by  

Annual meadow-grass, 

creeping buttercup, broad 

leaved dock, common 

daisy, Yorkshire-fog 

 

 

32 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

invertebrates of 

conservation concern  

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface ï u1c 

0.009 ha A small car park located at 

the southern end of the 

road verge comprises 

gravel hard standing. 

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 
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4.4 Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 24th June 2024.   

Á Polyculture ï c1f7. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c. 

 

Table 7.  Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Polyculture ï c1f7 0.491 ha Allotment site comprising 

roughly 28 plots ranging 

from 39 square metres to 

over 200 square metres. 

The site is bordered by 

deciduous woodland to the 

south and west and by a 

railway line to the north.  

Large variety of fruit, 

vegetable and herb 

species. 

32 ï Scattered trees 526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

616 - Allotments 

Compost heap record at 

target note 4 on Figure 

2d 

An adult grass snake 

(Natrix helvetica) was 

recorded on site at 

target note 5 on Figure 

2d 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

European hedgehogs 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface ï u1c 

0.027 ha An area of bare ground 

used as a car park is 

located in the eastern 

corner of the site, off of 

Sturt road.  

N/A N/A 510 ï Bare ground None recorded 
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4.5 Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 19th June 2024.   

Á Bracken ï g1a. 

Á Other neutral grassland ï g3c.  

Á Other lowland mixed deciduous woodland ï w1f7. 

Á Bramble scrub ï h3d. 

Á Gorse scrub ï h3e. 

Á Mixed scrub ï h3h. 

   

Table 8.  Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Bracken ï g1a 0.092 ha Bracken is scattered 

across the site with a 

denser cover located to the 

north of the central parcel 

of other neutral grassland.  

Bracken 32 ï Scattered trees 509 ï Acidic substrate 

517 ï Recent management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, reptiles, nesting 

birds 

Other neutral grassland ï 

g3c 

1.434 ha Forms a large proportion of 

the site, comprising three 

distinct grassland parcels 

(ONG1, ONG2, ONG3) 

separated by areas of 

deciduous woodland and 

scrub. Species richness 

varies between the parcels 

which have been split in 

Appendix 2. 

Birdôs-foot trefoil, common 

catôs-ear, common sorrel, 

heath speedwell, heath 

woodrush, lesser 

stitchwort, red fescue, 

sheepôs sorrel, tormentil, 

Yorkshire-fog 

10 ï Scattered scrub  

12 ï Scattered bracken  

32 ï Scattered trees 

81 ï Ruderal or 

ephemeral 

124 ï Anthills 

128 ï Tall or tussocky 

sward 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

517 ï Recent management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, reptiles, nesting 

birds 

Hibernacula recorded at 

target note 6 on Figure 

2e 

Other lowland mixed 

deciduous woodland ï 

w1f7 

2.09 ha Forms the boundaries of 

the site and intersects 

the three grassland 

parcels.  

Canopy 

Ash, common beech, 

copper beech, downy 

30 ï Semi-natural 

woodland 

204 ï Veteran tree 

210 - Coppice 

Potential for 

roosting/foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

nesting birds, hazel 
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

birch, English oak, sweet 

chestnut 

Understorey 

Blackthorn, hawthorn, 

hazel, holly, silver birch 

Ground layer 

Bracken, bramble, 

common nettle, foxglove, 

lady fern, male fern, 

pendulous sedge 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

dormice, badgers 

(Meles meles).  

Veteran trees 

including oak and 

beech recorded at 

target note 7 on Figure 

2e. 

Badger sett recorded 

on site. 

Bramble scrub ï h3d 0.063 ha Comprises small patches 

of encroaching bramble 

scrub mainly at the 

boundaries between 

grassland and woodland 

habitat on site but also 

smaller scattered parcels.  

Bramble  N/A 509 ï Acidic substrate 

517 ï Recent management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

nesting birds, hazel 

dormice, badgers.  

 

Gorse scrub ï h3e 0.323 ha Large area of scrub 

dominated by gorse is 

located to the west of 

ONG1.  

Gorse  32 ï Scattered trees 509 ï Acidic substrate 

517 ï Recent management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

nesting birds, hazel 

dormice, badgers.  

 

Mixed scrub ï h3h 0.013 ha A small parcel of mixed 

scrub is located within the 

grassland parcel ONG2. 

Bramble, hawthorn, rowan 32 ï Scattered trees 509 ï Acidic substrate 

517 ï Recent management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

nesting birds, hazel 

dormice, badgers.  
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4.6 Site F ï Lion Green   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 17th June 2024.   

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Other developed land ï u1b6. 

Á Other broadleaved woodland (line of trees) ï w1g 33. 

Á Other rivers and streams ï r1b.   

 

Table 9.  Site F ï Lion Green - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4 1.715 ha Forms the majority of the 

site comprising two 

triangle-shaped, short 

mown lawns intersected by 

Lion Lane. Both areas are 

used for recreation 

purposes.  

Annual meadow grass, 

broad-leaved dock, 

common daisy, common 

dandelion, common 

mouse-ear, creeping 

buttercup, greater plantain, 

white clover 

10 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats and nesting birds 

Other developed land ï u1b6 0.139 ha Comprises hard standing 

footpaths and sealed 

surfaces associated with 

the play area on site. 

N/A 

 

 

N/A 821 ï Artificial sports 

pitches  

823 ï Childrenôs play 

space 

None recorded 

Other broadleaved woodland 

(line of trees) ï w1g 33 

0.373 km Lines of mature trees 

border the grassland lawns 

on both sides of Lion Lane 

as well as along Wey Hill.  

Large-leaved lime 

 

33 - Line of trees  N/A Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats and nesting birds 

Other rivers and streams ï 

r1b 

 

 

0.152 km A small stream/ditch with 

slow-flowing water runs 

along the eastern 

boundary of the parcel of 

modified grassland to the 

east of Lion Lane. It is 

Cleavers, cock's-foot, 

common columbine, 

common nettle, creeping 

buttercup, field forget-me-

not, green alkanet  

50 -Ditch  N/A Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, nesting birds and 

amphibians  
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

 

 

 

heavily shaded by an 

adjacent line of trees and 

there are signs of public 

access as a result of being 

adjacent to the play area 

on site.  

4.7 Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green 

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 17th June 2024.   

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Buildings ï u1b5. 

 

Table 10.  Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4 0.368 ha Forms the majority of the 

site comprising two small, 

triangle-shaped greens. 

They are short mown with 

scattered mature trees and 

intersected by Wey Hill.  

Annual meadow grass, 

broad-leaved dock, 

common cat's-ear, 

common daisy, common 

dandelion, common 

mouse-ear, creeping 

buttercup 

 

10 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats and nesting birds 

Buildings ï u1b5 0.001 ha Single bus shelter located 

adjacent to Wey Hill on 

larger parcel of grassland.  

N/A 

 

 

 

N/A N/A None recorded 
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4.8 Site H ï Clement Corner   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 17th June 2024.   

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Mixed scrub ï h3h. 

Á Other developed land ï u1b6. 

Á Non-native and ornamental hedgerows ï h2b. 

Á Other rivers and streams ï r2b. 

 

Table 11.  Site H ï Clement Corner - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4 0.018 ha Forms majority of the site 

comprising short mown 

grassland. 

Annual meadow grass, 

buckshorn plantain, 

common daisy, creeping 

buttercup, greater plantain, 

lesser stitchwort, lesser 

trefoil 

N/A 106 ï Mown 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats  

Mixed scrub ï h3h 0.003 ha Ornamental introduced 

shrubs are located 

adjacent to the footpath on 

site. 

Bittersweet, variegated 

winter creeper, viburnum 

N/A 847 ï Non-native Potential for nesting 

birds 

Other developed land ï u1b6 0.004 ha Single footpath intersects 

the site and crosses a 

footbridge over the stream 

on site. 

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 

Non-native and ornamental 

hedgerows ï h2b 

0.02 km Non-native hedgerows are 

present on the northern 

site boundary and adjacent 

to the stream on site. 

Laurel N/A 847 ï Non-native Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds 
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other rivers and streams ï 

r2b 

0.012 km A small heavily modified 

stream flows from north to 

south beneath the 

footbridge on site. 

Bittersweet, bracken, 

bramble, common nettle, 

hart's tongue fern, hemlock 

water-dropwort 

 

10 ï Scattered trees N/A A brown trout (Salmo 

trutta) was recorded 

within the stream 

Potential for amphibians 

 

4.9 Site I ï Town Meadow   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 24th June 2024.   

Á Other neutral grassland ï g3c. 

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Mixed scrub ï h3h. 

Á Buildings ï u1b5. 

Á Other developed land ï u1b6. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c.  

Á Other broadleaved woodland (line of trees) ï w1g 33. 

Á Other rivers and streams ï r1b.   

 

Table 12.  Site I ï Town Meadow - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other neutral grassland ï 

g3c  

0.053 ha Comprises a small island 

at the centre of the site with 

taller vegetation dominated 

by Yorkshire-fog, yellow-

flag iris and scattered 

rushes. The area is heavily 

waterlogged but there is no 

pond present.  

Yorkshire-fog, yellow-flag 

iris, soft rush, compact 

rush, sweet vernal grass 

14 ï Scattered rushes 128 ï Tall or tussocky 

sward 

504 ï Waterlogged 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

amphibians, reptiles, 

nesting birds.  
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4 0.508 ha Forms the majority of the 

site comprising short 

mown, species-poor 

grassland that is heavily 

waterlogged in places. The 

northern boundary of Town 

meadow beneath the 

mature line of trees 

comprises ruderal and 

ephemeral vegetation 

dominated by common 

nettle. 

Common daisy, common 

nettle, greater plantain, 

annual meadow- grass, 

creeping buttercup, white 

clover, perennial rye-grass, 

Yorkshire-fog, sweet 

vernal grass  

10 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

504 ï Waterlogged 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats 

Mixed scrub ï h3h 0.114 ha Located along southern 

site boundary dominated 

by non-native shrub 

species. A further parcel of 

mixed scrub containing a 

mixture of native and non-

native species including 

scattered trees is located 

adjacent to the footpath 

that leads into Haslemere 

town centre.  

Cherry laurel, fuchsia, 

holly, bramble  

10 ï Scattered trees 847 ï Introduced shrub Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, reptiles, nesting 

birds 

 

Buildings ï u1b5 0.002 ha Small single sub-station 

located within area of 

dense mixed scrub on the 

southern site boundary.  

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 

Other developed land ï u1b6 0.099 ha Comprises all footpaths 

and the childrenôs play 

area.  

N/A N/A 823 ï Childrenôs play 

space 

None recorded 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface ï u1c 

0.016 ha An area of bare ground is 

located adjacent to the 

path which lead from the 

north-eastern corner of the 

N/A N/A 510 ï Bare ground None recorded 
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

site into Haslemere town 

centre.  

Other broadleaved woodland 

(line of trees) ï w1g 33 

0.145 km Lines of native mature 

trees border the northern, 

eastern and western 

boundaries of Town 

Meadow.   

Ash, common beech, 

sycamore, horse chestnut, 

English oak, cypress 

33 - Line of trees  N/A Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats and nesting birds 

Other rivers and streams ï 

r1b 

 

 

 

 

 

0.146 km A small dry ditch runs along 

the southern and eastern 

boundary of Town 

Meadow. It is heavily 

shaded by an adjacent line 

of trees and scrub. A larger 

heavily modified drainage 

channel runs along the 

majority of the northern site 

boundary.  

 

Broad buckler fern, 

common nettle, horsetail, 

smooth sow-thistle, 

willowherb 

 

48 ï Freshwater (heavily 

modified) 

50 -Ditch  

N/A Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, nesting birds and 

amphibians  
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4.10 Site J ï Pocket Park   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 24th June 2024.   

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Other broadleaved woodland (line of trees) ï w1g 33. 

Table 13.  Site J ï Pocket Park - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Modified grassland ï g4 0.029 ha The site comprises 

exclusively of short mown 

modified grassland 

Common cat's-ear, white 

clover, ribwort plantain, 

yarrow, common daisy, 

annual meadow grass, 

hairy bitter cress, self-heal  

10 ï Scattered trees 106 ï Mown 

516 ï Active management 

526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats 

Other broadleaved woodland 

(line of trees) ï w1g 33 

0.018 km Small line of ornamental 

fruit trees along the 

southern boundary of 

Pocket Park.   

Apple 33 - Line of trees  N/A Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats  
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4.11 Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded on site during the site visit on 24th June 2024.   

Á Polyculture ï c1f7. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c. 

 

Table 14.  Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Polyculture ï c1f7 
0.903 ha 

Largest HTC allotment site 

with 51 plots ranging from 

52 square metres to over 

200 square metres. The 

site is bordered by 

deciduous woodland, lines 

of trees and open 

grassland. A pond is 

located adjacent to the 

eastern site boundary.  

Large variety of fruit, 

vegetable and herb 

species. 

32 ï Scattered trees 526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

616 - Allotments 

Compost heap record at 

target note 4 on Figure 

2k 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

European hedgehogs 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface ï u1c 

0.014 ha An area of bare ground 

used as a car park is 

located in the western 

corner of the site, off of 

Collards Lane.  

N/A N/A 510 ï Bare ground None recorded 
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4.12 Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments   

The following habitats (Level 5 Primary Habitat labels and codes, where applicable) were recorded during the site visit on 2nd July 2024.   

Á Other neutral grassland ï g3c.  

Á Modified grassland ï g4. 

Á Polyculture ï c1f7. 

Á Buildings ï u1b5. 

Á Other developed land ï u1b6. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï u1c. 

Á Species-rich native hedgerow ï h2a5. 

Á Other native hedgerow ï h2a6.   

 

Table 15.  Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments - Results of Field Survey - Habitats 

Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

Other neutral grassland ï 

g3c 

0.421 ha Forms the majority of the 

site to the south of the 

footpath that intersects the 

site. It comprises a tall and 

tussocky sward.   

Sweet vernal grass, 

cockôs-foot, birdôs-foot 

trefoil, false oat-grass 

N/A 124 ï Anthills 

128 ï Tall or tussocky 

sward 

509 ï Acidic substrate 

 

Potential for 

foraging/commuting 

bats, reptiles, nesting 

birds 

 

Modified grassland ï g4 0.055 ha Small area of modified 

grassland located adjacent 

to the entrance track and 

car park on the eastern 

boundary.  

Annual meadow-grass, 

perennial rye-grass, 

ribwort plantain, Yorkshire-

fog 

N/A N/A Compost heap record at 

target note 4 on Figure 

2l 

 

Polyculture ï c1f7 0.336 ha Comprises two strips of 

allotments along the 

northern and western 

boundaries. HTCôs 

smallest allotment site with 

24 plots ranging from 30 

Large variety of fruit, 

vegetable and herb 

species. 

32 ï Scattered trees 526 ï Accessible natural 

greenspace 

616 - Allotments 

Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

European hedgehogs 
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Primary Habitat  Approximate Area 

(ha) / Length (km) 

Location in Site Main Common Plant Species Essential Secondary Code  Additional Secondary Code Evidence of and Potential 

for Protected Species 

square metres to over 90 

square metres 

Montbretia was 

recorded at target note 

8 on Figure 2l 

Buildings ï u1b5 0.001 ha Two derelict buildings 

located adjacent to the 

southern site boundary 

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 

Other developed land ï u1b6 0.007 ha Hard standing track that 

gives access to the site 

from the eastern boundary. 

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface ï u1c 

0.018 ha Comprises the footpath 

that intersects the site 

between the eastern and 

western boundaries. Also 

includes small section of 

entrance track. 

N/A N/A N/A None recorded 

Species-rich native 

hedgerow ï h2a5 

0.095 km Located along eastern 

site boundary adjacent to 

Clammer Hill 

Blackthorn, sycamore, 

ash  

11 ï Hedgerow with 

trees 

N/A Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

hazel dormice and 

European hedgehogs 

Other native hedgerow ï 

h2a6 

0.059 km Located along western site 

boundary and includes two 

mature native oaks.   

Hazel, bramble, English 

oak 

N/A N/A Potential for foraging/ 

commuting bats, 

nesting birds, reptiles, 

hazel dormice and 

European hedgehogs 
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5. Existing Management of Sites  

This section focuses on how existing management regimes influence biodiversity on site. Details of 

current management plans have been sourced from HTCôs Ground Maintenance Specification 

documents (Haslemere Town Council, 2022) and the SANG Management and Delivery Plan (SMDP) 

document produced by Ecology Solutions Ltd (Ecology Solutions Ltd., 2018).   

5.1 Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial 

5.1.1 Woodcock Green 

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

beneath the tree canopy throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed 

along its boundaries throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn 

and winter months.   

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season (March 

to August). 

Woodland 

The majority of woodland habitat at Woodcock Green lacks an established understorey and ground 

layer due to the site being a well-used access point for dog walkers. Some mature trees have undergone 

recent management. A smaller parcel behind the bus stop has been left unmanaged and therefore is 

overstocked and has an understorey dominated by cherry laurel and holly. There is very little light able 

to penetrate the canopy and reach the woodland floor. There are invasive species present including 

rhododendron and variegated yellow archangel (see target notes 2 and 3 on Figure 2a) and there is 

also evidence of fly tipping and littering within this woodland parcel. 

5.1.2 Memorial 

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries 

throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn and winter months.   

Fower beds and shrubs 

Pruning of the introduced shrubs and other ornamental planting occurs twice annually and weeding of 

the flower beds occurs 15 times annually. 

5.2 Site B ï Grovers Gardens  

Grassland 

Existing management at this site mimics that of traditional ornamental parks and gardens and comprises 

regular mowing of the grassland habitat, including beneath the tree canopy. This includes weekly grass 

cuts (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) throughout the growing period (March-October). 

The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly 

collected during the autumn and winter months.   
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Woodland 

There are no signs of woodland regeneration, and the majority of woodland lacks an established 

understorey and ground layer due to the current mowing regime, except for around the margins of the 

site where denser introduced shrubs have become established. A dense island of vegetation is also 

located at the centre of the site which comprises predominantly cherry laurel and rhododendron with 

mature trees. A large compost heap of mainly grass cuttings is located at the centre of the site (see 

target note 4 on Figure 2b).   

Hedgerow 

The ornamental hedgerow that forms the southern site boundary adjacent to Wood Road is pruned 

twice annually.  

5.3 Site C ï Golden Valley Verge 

Grassland 

This 750 m road verge is owned by the National Trust and has historically been maintained by HTC via 

regular cutting and collection of the grassland (cut and strimmed 14 times annually). The verge 

comprises predominantly modified grassland but also a small patch of neutral grassland adjacent to 

lowland heathland habitat associated with the Golden Valley to the South.  

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

5.4 Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments 

Allotment site comprising roughly 28 plots ranging from 39 square metres to over 200 square metres. 

As the site predominantly comprises allotments plots, the existing management is at the discretion of 

the individual plot owner. Any communal areas including paths are kept short-mown.  

5.5 Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road   

Details of existing management of the SANG at Sturt Road have been sourced from the SANG 

Management and Delivery Plan (SMDP) document produced by Ecology Solutions Ltd (Ecology 

Solutions Ltd., 2018).   

Grassland 

Grassland habitat on site is subject to a sensitive management regime. This includes an annual cut of 

approximately one quarter of the existing sward in January or February to a minimum height of 150 mm 

and all arisings removed. The pathways are maintained as a short sward and cut regularly throughout 

the growing season to a height of approximately 35 mm. Hibernacula created as part of a reptile 

translocation programme are scattered around the grassland margins.  

Scrub 

Areas of existing scattered scrub are cut back annually. The extent of cutting is reviewed regularly to 

ensure scrub does not significantly encroach onto the grassland habitats while ensuring a mosaic of 

habitats is present for the benefit of both people and wildlife.  
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Existing Woodland and Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

Newly Planted Native Trees 

Scattered native trees are subject to an annual health check and any arboricultural management 

(pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

5.6 Site F ï Lion Green  

Grassland 

Important recreation and leisure site comprising predominantly short-mown modified grassland, lines of 

mature trees and a small ditch/stream. Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained 

between 50 mm and 75 mm height) throughout the growing period (March-October) except for a 

wildflower area located adjacent to the stream on site which is cut twice a year (once in May and once 

in August). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries throughout the growing period. During the 

winter months the grassland is spiked four times (to aerate the soil) and leaf litter regularly collected 

during the autumn.   

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

Stream 

The culvert is cleared four times a year and the entire stream is cleared once annually.  

5.7 Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green  

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries 

throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn and winter months.   

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season. 

5.8 Site H ï Clement Corner 

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries 

throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn and winter months.   

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season. 

Hedgerow 

The ornamental hedgerows are pruned twice annually.  
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Fower beds and shrubs 

Pruning of the introduced shrubs and other ornamental planting occurs twice annually and flower beds 

are sprayed with weed killer 10 times annually. 

5.9 Site I ï Town Meadow 

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries 

throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn and winter months.  

The paths including those leading into Haslemere town centre are sprayed with weed killer four times 

annually. 

Scrub 

All mixed scrub is pruned back around the perimeter paths twice annually.  

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

5.10 Site J ï Pocket Park 

Grassland 

Current management includes weekly grass cutting (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) 

throughout the growing period (March-October). The grass is also strimmed along its boundaries 

throughout the growing period. Leaf litter is regularly collected during the autumn and winter months.   

Trees 

Any arboricultural management (pruning/lopping) is carried out outside the nesting bird season.  

5.11 Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments 

Largest HTC allotment site with 51 plots ranging from 52 square metres to over 200 square metres. As 

the site predominantly comprises allotments plots, the existing management is at the discretion of the 

individual plot owner. Any communal areas including paths are kept short-mown. 

5.12 Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments 

HTCôs smallest allotment site with 24 plots ranging from 30 square metres to over 90 square metres. 

The existing management of the allotment plots is at the discretion of each plot owner. The areas of the 

site that comprise other neutral grassland (south of the footpath that intersects the site) are currently 

unmown and ungrazed creating a tall sward with anthills present throughout. The areas of modified 

grassland are mown short twice a year with frequent patches of bare ground as a result of its use as 

the allotment car park. The footpath that intersects the site is cut twice a year. The hedgerows on site 

are subject to either an annual or biannual cut and waste removed. They are not flailed.  
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6. Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment 

The following industry recognised best practice methods have been followed: 

¶ Biodiversity Net Gain. Good Practice Principles for Development. A Practical Guide (Baker, 

Hoskin, & Butterworth, 2019). 

¶ BS42020 ï Biodiversity Code of Practice for Planning and Development (BSI, 2013). 

¶ BS8683 ï Process for designing and implementing Biodiversity Net Gain ï Specification (BSI, 

2021).   

The habitat distinctiveness for each habitat is auto populated in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric (Defra, 

2023). The following sections provide information on how the habitat condition and the strategic 

significance have been scored for each of the 12 sites. Some UKHab Level 5 habitat types recorded on 

the 12 sites are not available in the Statutory Biodiversity Metric. Therefore, these habitats have been 

input as the corresponding UKHab Level 4 habitat.    

All HCAs have been based on data collected during the site visits carried out by aLyne Ecology between 

12th June and 2nd July 2024. The HCA sheets for each habitat, hedgerow and watercourse parcel (where 

appropriate) are provided in Appendix 4.   

Strategic significance has been set at óhighô for all habitats, hedgerows and watercourses within the 12 

sites surveys as part of the Haslemere Biodiversity Audit. This is because they are all designated as 

local greenspaces and also fall within either a Network Enhancement Zone 1 or Network Enhancement 

Zone 2 as outlined in the National Habitat Network Maps User Guidance V.2. document (Natural 

England, 2020).  

Further information on scoring habitat distinctiveness, habitat condition, and strategic significance is 

provided in Appendix 7.  

6.1 Baseline Biodiversity Units 

6.1.1 Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2a, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.011 ha. 

Á Other woodland; mixed ï 0.179 ha.   

Á Introduced shrub ï 0.009 ha.   

 

Modified Grassland  

The small section of lawn located at the memorial has been classified as modified grassland. The 

grassland within this habitat parcel has been classified as modified grassland because it comprises 

species-poor vegetation (<9 species per square metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, 

neutral soils and does not meet the definitions of acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral 

grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.1.1) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óGoodô condition.  This is a result of the grassland 

passing six of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least 2 forbs). The only condition 

criteria the grassland fails is the lack of diverse sward heights.   
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Other Woodland; Mixed  

Other woodland; mixed habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the UKHab 

classification system. These include other woodland; mixed (Level 4), other woodland; mixed; mainly 

broadleaved (Level 5) and other woodland; mixed; mainly conifer (Level 5). Therefore, the other 

woodland; mixed; mainly conifer habitat has been input into the metric as other woodland; mixed. 

The woodland that forms the entirety of Woodcock Green has been classified as other woodland; mixed; 

mainly conifer as it comprises a mixture of broadleaved and coniferous trees in which coniferous 

species make up 50-80% of the total tree cover. This included parcels WA1 (larger woodland parcel 

over short-mown grassland) and WA2 (parcel with dense cherry laurel and holly understorey). 

HCA (Section 15.1.2) 

The condition for both parcels of other woodland; mixed; mainly conifer has been set as óPoorô (WA1 & 

WA2). This is mainly a result of a single age class being present, the presence of invasive species 

(rhododendron and cherry laurel), signs of nutrient enrichment/damaged ground, as well as the absence 

of any veteran trees or standing/fallen deadwood. 

 

Introduced shrub 

All mixed scrub habitat on site, including flower beds, border planting and areas of dense non-native 

shrubs have been classified as introduced shrub. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for introduced shrub is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

6.1.2 Site B ï Grovers Gardens 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2b, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Other lowland acid grassland ï 0.152 ha 

Á Other woodland; mixed ï 0.497 ha. 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.005.  

Á Non-native and ornamental hedgerow ï 0.074 km. 

 

Other Lowland Acid Grassland  

The grassland at Grovers Garden has been classified as other lowland acid grassland as although acid 

indicators are occasional-frequent throughout the sward, it does not meet the UKHab definitions of g1a 

(lowland dry acid grassland), g1b (upland acid grassland) or g1c (bracken).  

HCA (Section 15.2.1) 

The condition for other lowland acid grassland on site has been set as óPoorô as it passes only one of 

the five condition criteria assessed for acid grassland types. This is mainly because the site is mown 

regularly throughout the growing season and evidence of nutrient enrichment and damaged ground are 

present throughout.  
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Other Woodland; Mixed  

Other woodland; mixed habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the UKHab 

classification system. These include other woodland; mixed (Level 4), other woodland; mixed; mainly 

broadleaved (Level 5) and other woodland; mixed; mainly conifer (Level 5). Therefore, the other 

woodland; mixed; mainly conifer habitat has been input into the metric as other woodland; mixed. 

The woodland that forms the majority of Grovers Gardens has been classified as other woodland; 

mixed; mainly conifer as it comprises a mixture of broadleaved and coniferous trees in which coniferous 

species make up 50-80% of the total tree cover.  

HCA (Section 15.2.2) 

The condition for the other woodland; mixed has been set as óPoorô. This is mainly a result of a two age 

classes being present, the presence of invasive species (rhododendron and cherry laurel), signs of 

nutrient enrichment/damaged ground, as well as the absence of a diverse range of native tree and 

shrub species or any veteran trees and standing/fallen deadwood. 

 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5).  

HCA 

Habitat condition for developed land; sealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Non-Native and Ornamental Hedgerow 

The single hedgerow that forms the southern site boundary adjacent to Wood Road has been classified 

as a non-native and ornamental hedgerow as it comprises more than 20% canopy cover of UK non-

native woody species, namely cherry laurel and sycamore.  

HCA 

Habitat condition for non-native and ornamental hedgerows is auto populated as óPoorô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

6.1.3 Site C ï Golden Valley Verge 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2c, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Other neutral grassland ï 0.057 ha. 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.704 ha. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï 0.009 ha. 

 

Other Neutral Grassland  

Other neutral grassland habitat on this site comprises a small section of the road verge adjacent to 

lowland heathland habitat associated with the Golden Valley to the south. This parcel of grassland 

habitat was classified to Level 4 (other neural grassland ï g3c) of the UKHab classification system 

during the field survey.  
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The grassland habitat within this small stretch of the road verge has been classified as other neutral 

grassland because it passes three of the four criteria required to satisfy this habitat type i.e. it has more 

than 8 species per square metre, more than one grass species (not generally sown for intensive 

agriculture production) is at least abundant and cover of rye-grasses and white clover is less than 30%.  

The sward is characteristic of semi-improved neutral grassland and is slightly more species-rich than 

the surrounding modified grassland, potentially as a result of fine-scale geological differences. 

HCA (Section 15.3.1) 

The other neutral grassland has been set as óPoorô condition.  This is a result of the other neutral 

grassland passing four of the six condition criteria excluding essential criteria A, which states that the 

habitat must be a good representation of other neutral grassland as defined in the UKHab 2.0 

description.  However, the grassland does pass criteria F, which states that there must be 10 or more 

vascular plant species present per square metre.  

 

Modified Grassland  

The majority of the 750 m road verge has been classified as modified grassland. The grassland within 

this habitat parcel has been classified as modified grassland because it comprises species-poor 

vegetation (<9 species per square metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils 

and does not meet the definitions of acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.3.2) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óGoodô condition.  This is a result of the grassland 

passing six of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). The only condition 

criteria the grassland fails is the lack of diverse sward heights.   

 

Artificial Unvegetated; Unsealed Surface  

The car park adjacent to Golden Valley Verge has been classified as artificial unvegetated; unsealed 

surface as it comprises land that has no or very low cover of vegetation through direct or indirect human 

activity, and the soil surface is not sealed with impervious materials. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   

6.1.4 Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2d and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Horticulture ï 0.491 ha. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï 0.027 ha. 

 

Horticulture 

 

Horticulture habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the UKHab classification 

system. These include horticulture (Level 4), annuals horticulture (Level 5), perennials horticulture 

(Level 5) and polyculture (Level 5). Therefore, the polyculture habitat has been input into the metric as 

horticulture. 
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All allotment plots on site have been classified as horticulture as they comprise horticultural land such 

as soft-fruit, vegetable plots and flower beds.  

 

HCA 

Habitat condition for horticultural habitats is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Artificial Unvegetated; Unsealed Surface  

The allotment car park has been classified as artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface as it comprises 

land that has no or very low cover of vegetation through direct or indirect human activity, and the soil 

surface is not sealed with impervious materials. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   

6.1.5 Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2e, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Bracken ï 0.092 ha. 

Á Other neutral grassland ï 1.437 ha.  

Á Lowland mixed deciduous woodland ï 2.09 ha. 

Á Bramble scrub ï 0.063 ha. 

Á Gorse scrub ï 0.323 ha. 

Á Mixed scrub ï 0.013 ha. 

 

Bracken  

 

A dense stand of bracken is present on site located to the north of the central parcel of other neutral 

grassland (ONG2). 

 

HCA 

Habitat condition for bracken is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Other Neutral Grassland  

 

Other neutral grassland habitat on this designated SANG site comprises three distinct grassland parcels 

(ONG1, ONG2 and ONG3). All parcels were classified to Level 4 (other neural grassland ï g3c) of the 

UKHab classification system during the field survey.  

The grassland habitat has been classified as other neutral grassland because it passes three of the 

four criteria required to satisfy this habitat type i.e. it has more than 8 species per square metre, more 

than one grass species (not generally sown for intensive agriculture production) is at least abundant 

and cover of rye-grasses and white clover is less than 30%.  

The parcels vary in their composition and diversity of grass and forb species. For example, the central 

grassland parcel (ONG2) contains areas of quaking grass cover, particularly at the lower elevations of 

the slope, indicating fine-scale mosaics in underlying geology on the site. The southernmost parcel 
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(ONG1) is dominated by Yorkshire-fog and the northernmost parcel (ONG3) is dominated by false oat-

grass. All have a good variety of acidic grassland indicator species present but not in great abundance.  

HCA (Section 15.4.1) 

The condition for other neutral grassland parcels ONG1 and ONG3 has been set as óModerateô 

condition.  This is a result of these parcels passing five of the six condition criteria including essential 

criteria A, which states that the habitat must be a good representation of other neutral grassland as 

defined in the UKHab 2.0 description.  However, parcels ONG1 and ONG3 do not pass criteria F, which 

states that there must be 10 or more vascular plant species present per square metre. 

The condition for other neutral grassland parcel ONG2 has been set as óGoodô condition.  This is a 

result of this parcel passing six of the six condition criteria including essential criteria A and F.   

 

Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland 

 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include lowland mixed deciduous woodland (Level 4), dry oak-

dominated woodlands (Level 5), oak-hornbeam forests (Level 5) and other lowland mixed deciduous 

woodland (Level 5). 

All woodland at the sturt road SANG has been classified as other lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

as it comprises semi-natural woodland with a mixture of native and non-native broadleaved trees.  

HCA (Section 15.4.2) 

The condition for the lowland mixed deciduous woodland has been set as óModerateô. This is mainly a 

result of a three age classes being present, the absence of invasive species, and a good variety of 

native tree and shrub species.  

 

Bramble scrub 

 

Areas of dense scrub dominated by bramble have been classified as bramble scrub. These mainly 

occur at the margins of grassland and woodland habitat on site. 

 

HCA 

 

Habitat condition for bramble scrub is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Gorse scrub  

 

A large parcel of dense scrub dominated by gorse is located to the west of ONG1 at the lower elevations 

of the slope. This habitat has been classified as gorse scrub as, although it comprises a mixture of 

scrub species, gorse is the dominant species.  

 

HCA (Section 15.4.3) 

The condition for the gorse scrub on site has been set as óModerateô as it passed three of the five 

condition assessment criteria, namely that it comprises a good representation of the habitat type with 

seedlings and mature scrub present as well as an absence of invasive non-native species. 
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Mixed scrub 

 

A small parcel of dense scrub without a single species dominant is located within ONG3 at the lower 

elevations of the slope. 

 

HCA (Section 15.4.3) 

The condition for the mixed scrub on site has been set as óModerateô as it passed three of the five 

condition assessment criteria, namely that it comprises a mixture of age classes, no invasive non-native 

species and has a well-developed edge. 

6.1.6 Site F ï Lion Green 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2f, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Modified grassland ï 1.715 ha. 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.139 ha. 

Á Line of trees ï 0.373 km. 

Á Ditches ï 0.152 km.   

Modified Grassland  

Both grassland parcels (MG1: west of Lion Lane & MG2: east of Lion Lane) on site at Lion Green have 

been classified as modified grassland. The grassland within this habitat parcel has been classified as 

modified grassland because it comprises species-poor vegetation (<9 species per square metre), 

dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils and does not meet the definitions of acid 

grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.5.1) 

Both parcels of modified grassland have been set as óPoorô condition.  This is because although the 

grasslands pass four of the seven condition criteria, they both fail essential criteria A, which states that 

the habitat must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5). Therefore, the other developed land habitat on site has been 

input into the metric as developed land; sealed surface. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for other developed land is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory Biodiversity 

Metric.   

 

Line of Trees 

The two lines of trees (LOT1: west of Lion Lane & LOT2: east of Lion Lane) have been classified under 

this habitat type as they comprise mature trees that are more than 20 m in length and less than 5 m at 

the base. The canopy base is also more than 2 m in height and there is open habitat on each side. This 

habitat includes a mixture of both native and non-native tree species.   
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HCA (Section 15.5.2) 

The condition for both lines of trees (LOT1 & LOT2) has been set as moderate as they passed three of 

the five condition assessment criteria, namely because they comprise more than 70% native species, 

are healthy and provide ecological niches for invertebrates and other wildlife.  

Ditches 

Other rivers and streams habitat has been classified as óditchesô as it comprises an artificial standing-

water linear feature that is less than 5 m wide and that is more than 20 times longer than its width.  

HCA (15.5.3) 

The condition for the ditch habitat on site has been set as óPoorô as it passes four of the eight condition 

assessment criteria. This includes the presence of good water clarity and a fringe of aquatic marginal 

vegetation and the absence of filamentous algae/duckweed and invasive non-native species.  

6.1.7 Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2g, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.368 ha. 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.001 ha. 

 

Modified Grassland  

Both grassland parcels (MG1: north of Wey Hill & MG2: south of Wey Hill) on site at St. Christopherôs 

Green have been classified as modified grassland. The grassland within this habitat parcel has been 

classified as modified grassland because it comprises species-poor vegetation (<9 species per square 

metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils and does not meet the definitions of 

acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.6.1) 

Parcel MG1 of modified grassland has been set as óPoorô condition.  This is because although the 

grassland passes four of the seven condition criteria, it fails essential criteria A, which states that the 

habitat must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

 

Parcel MG2 of modified grassland has been set as óModerateô condition. This is a result of the grassland 

passing five of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5). Therefore, the building (bus shelter) on site has been input into 

the metric as developed land; sealed surface. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for developed land; sealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   
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6.1.8 Site H ï Clement Corner  

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2h, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.018 ha. 

Á Introduced shrub ï 0.003 ha 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.004 ha. 

Á Non-native and ornamental hedgerows ï 0.02 km. 

Á Ditches ï 0.012 km. 

 

Modified Grassland  

Grassland on site at Clement Corner has been classified as modified grassland. The grassland has 

been classified as modified grassland because it comprises species-poor vegetation (<9 species per 

square metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils and does not meet the 

definitions of acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.7.1) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óModerateô condition. This is a result of the grassland 

passing five of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

Introduced shrub 

All mixed scrub habitat on site, including flower beds, border planting and areas of dense non-native 

shrubs have been classified as introduced shrub. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for introduced shrub is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5). Therefore, the other developed land habitat on site has been 

input into the metric as developed land; sealed surface. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for developed land; sealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Non-Native and Ornamental Hedgerow 

The two hedgerows on site have been classified as non-native and ornamental hedgerows as they 

comprise more than 20% canopy cover of UK non-native woody species, namely laurel and sycamore.  
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HCA 

Habitat condition for non-native and ornamental hedgerows is auto populated as óPoorô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Ditches 

Other rivers and streams habitat has been classified as óditchesô as it comprises an artificial standing-

water linear feature that is less than 5 m wide and that is more than 20 times longer than its width.  

HCA (Section 15.7.2) 

The condition for the ditch habitat on site has been set as óPoorô as it passes five of the eight condition 

assessment criteria. This includes the presence of good water clarity and a fringe of aquatic marginal 

vegetation and the absence of filamentous algae/duckweed and invasive non-native species.  

6.1.9 Site I ï Town Meadow 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2i, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Other neutral grassland ï 0.053 ha. 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.453 ha. 

Á Ruderal/ephemeral ï 0.055 ha 

Á Mixed scrub ï 0.114 ha. 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.101 ha. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï 0.016 ha.  

Á Line of trees ï.0.099 km 

Á Line of trees (associated with bank or ditch) ï 0.046 

Á Ditches ï 0.146 km.   

 

Other Neutral Grassland  

 

Other neutral grassland habitat at Town Meadow comprises a tall, waterlogged grassland parcel located 

at the centre of the site, which is dominated by Yorkshire-fog. The parcel was classified to Level 4 (other 

neural grassland ï g3c) of the UKHab classification system during the field survey.  

The grassland habitat has been classified as other neutral grassland because it passes three of the 

four criteria required to satisfy this habitat type i.e. it has more than eight species per square metre, 

more than one grass species (not generally sown for intensive agriculture production) is at least 

abundant and cover of rye-grasses and white clover is less than 30%.  

HCA (Section 15.8.1) 

The condition for other neutral grassland at Town Meadow has been set as óModerateô condition.  This 

is a result of the parcel passing four of the six condition criteria including essential criteria A, which 

states that the habitat must be a good representation of other neutral grassland as defined in the UKHab 

2.0 description.  However, it does not pass criteria F, which states that there must be 10 or more 

vascular plant species present per square metre. 

 

Modified Grassland  

The majority of grassland on site at Town Meadow has been classified as modified grassland. The 

grassland has been classified as modified grassland because it comprises species-poor vegetation (<9 
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species per square metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils and does not 

meet the definitions of acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.8.2) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óModerateô condition. This is a result of the grassland 

passing five of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

Ruderal/Ephemeral 

An area of tall ruderal vegetation dominated by nettles is located beneath the line of trees (LOT2) that 

forms the northern boundary of Town Meadow. This habitat has been classified as ruderal/ephemeral 

habitat as it comprises vegetation located on previously disturbed land.   

HCA (Section 15.8.3) 

The condition for the single parcel of ruderal/ephemeral habitat has been set as óModerateô as it passes 

two of the three condition criteria.  

 

Mixed scrub 

 

A parcel of dense scrub without a single species dominant is located along the southern boundary of 

Town Meadow (MS1). A further parcel of mixed scrub containing a mixture of native and non-native 

species, including scattered trees, is located adjacent to the footpath that leads into Haslemere town 

centre (MS2). 

 

HCA (Section 15.8.4) 

The condition for parcels MS1 and MS2 of mixed scrub on site have both been set as óPoorô as they 

passed zero and one of the five condition assessment criteria, respectively. 

 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5). Therefore, the other developed land habitat has been input into 

the metric as developed land; sealed surface. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for developed land; sealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Artificial Unvegetated; Unsealed Surface  

An area of bare ground is located adjacent to the path which lead from the north-eastern corner of the 

site into Haslemere town centre. This has been classified as artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface as 

it comprises land that has no or very low cover of vegetation through direct or indirect human activity, 

and the soil surface is not sealed with impervious materials. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

 

46 
 

 

Line of Trees 

Two lines of trees (LOT1: western boundary & LOT2: northern boundary) have been classified under 

this habitat type as they comprise mature trees that are more than 20 m in length and less than 5 m at 

the base. The canopy base is also more than 2 m in height and there is open habitat on each side. This 

habitat includes a mixture of both native and non-native tree species.    

HCA (Section 15.8.5) 

The condition for both lines of trees (LOT1 & LOT2) has been set as moderate as they passed three of 

the five condition assessment criteria, namely because they comprise more than 70% native species, 

are healthy and have continuous canopy cover. 

Line of Trees ï Associated with Bank or Ditch   

The line of trees that forms the eastern boundary (LOT3) has been classified under this habitat type as 

they comprise mature trees that are more than 20 m in length and less than 5 m at the base, associated 

with a dry ditch. The canopy base is also more than 2 m in height and there is open habitat on each 

side. This habitat includes a mixture of both native and non-native tree species.    

HCA (Section 15.8.5) 

The condition for LOT3 has been set as moderate as it also passed three of the five condition 

assessment criteria, namely because it comprises more than 70% native species, is healthy and has 

continuous canopy cover. 

Ditches 

Other rivers and streams habitat has been classified as óditchesô as it comprises an artificial standing-

water linear feature that is less than 5 m wide and that is more than 20 times longer than its width.  

HCA (Section 15.8.6) 

The condition for the ditch habitat on site has been set as óPoorô as it passes only two of the eight 

condition assessment criteria, namely that there is an absence of filamentous algae/duckweed and 

invasive non-native species. 

6.1.10 Site J ï Pocket Park 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2j, and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Modified grassland ï 0.029 ha. 

Á Line of trees ï 0.018 km. 

Modified Grassland  

Grassland on site at Pocket Park has been classified as modified grassland. The grassland has been 

classified as modified grassland because it comprises species-poor vegetation (<9 species per square 

metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, neutral soils and does not meet the definitions of 

acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral grasslands. 
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HCA (Section 15.9.1) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óModerateô condition. This is a result of the grassland 

passing five of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

Other Broadleaved Woodland (Line of Trees) 

The line of trees on site has been classified under this habitat type as it comprises a line of planted 

ornamental broadleaved trees. The canopy base is also more than 2 m in height and there is open 

habitat on each side. 

HCA (Section 15.9.2) 

The condition for the line of trees has been set as ópoorô as it passed only one of the five condition 

assessment criteria, namely that at least 95% of the trees are in healthy condition.  

6.1.11 Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2k and the calculation of 

baseline biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Horticulture ï 0.903 ha. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï 0.014 ha. 

 

Horticulture 

 

Horticulture habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the UKHab classification 

system. These include horticulture (Level 4), annuals horticulture (Level 5), perennials horticulture 

(Level 5) and polyculture (Level 5). Therefore, the polyculture habitat has been input into the metric as 

horticulture. 

All allotment plots on site have been classified as polyculture as they comprise horticultural land such 

as soft-fruit, vegetable plots and flower beds.  

 

HCA 

Habitat condition for horticultural habitats is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Artificial Unvegetated; Unsealed Surface  

The allotment car park has been classified as artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface as it comprises 

land that has no or very low cover of vegetation through direct or indirect human activity, and the soil 

surface is not sealed with impervious materials. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   
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6.1.12 Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments 

The baseline biodiversity habitats are presented in map form in Figure 2l and the calculation of baseline 

biodiversity units includes all habitats on site, recorded as follows: 

Á Other neutral grassland ï 0.421.  

Á Modified grassland ï 0.055. 

Á Horticulture ï 0.336 ha. 

Á Developed land; sealed surface ï 0.008 ha. 

Á Artificial unvegetated; unsealed surface ï 0.018 ha. 

Á Species-rich native hedgerow ï 0.095 km. 

Á Native hedgerow with trees ï 0.059 km.   

 

Other Neutral Grassland  

 

Other neutral grassland habitat at Clammer Hill Allotments forms the majority of the site to the south of 

the footpath that intersects the site. It comprises a tall and tussocky sward, which is dominated by 

cockôs-foot. The parcel was classified to Level 4 (other neural grassland ï g3c) of the UKHab 

classification system during the field survey.  

The grassland habitat has been classified as other neutral grassland because it passes three of the 

four criteria required to satisfy this habitat type i.e. it has more than 8 species per square metre, more 

than one grass species (not generally sown for intensive agriculture production) is at least abundant 

and cover of rye-grasses and white clover is less than 30%.  

HCA (Section 15.10.1) 

The condition for other neutral grassland at Clammer Hill Allotments has been set as óModerateô 

condition.  This is a result of the parcel passing four of the six condition criteria including essential 

criteria A, which states that the habitat must be a good representation of other neutral grassland as 

defined in the UKHab 2.0 description.  However, it does not pass criteria F, which states that there must 

be 10 or more vascular plant species present per square metre. 

 

Modified Grassland  

A small fenced off area of grassland which is currently used as the allotment car park has been classified 

as modified grassland. The grassland has been classified as modified grassland because it comprises 

species-poor vegetation (<9 species per square metre), dominated by fast-growing grasses on fertile, 

neutral soils and does not meet the definitions of acid grassland, calcareous grassland or neutral 

grasslands. 

HCA (Section 15.10.2) 

The parcel of modified grassland has been set as óModerateô condition. This is a result of the grassland 

passing five of the seven condition criteria including essential criteria A, which states that the habitat 

must comprise at least 6-8 species per square metre (including at least two forbs). 

Horticulture 

 

Horticulture habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the UKHab classification 

system. These include horticulture (Level 4), annuals horticulture (Level 5), perennials horticulture 

(Level 5) and polyculture (Level 5). Therefore, the polyculture habitat has been input into the metric as 

horticulture. 
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All allotment plots on site have been classified as horticulture as they comprise horticultural land such 

as soft-fruit, vegetable plots and flower beds.  

 

HCA 

Habitat condition for horticultural habitats is auto populated as óCondition Assessment N/Aô in the 

Statutory Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Developed Land; Sealed Surface 

Developed land; sealed surface habitat comprises habitats classified to Level 4 and Level 5 of the 

UKHab classification system. These include developed land; sealed surface (Level 4), buildings (Level 

5) and other developed land (Level 5). Therefore, the other developed land habitat has been input into 

the metric as developed land; sealed surface. 

HCA 

Habitat condition for developed land; sealed surface is auto populated as óN/A - Otherô in the Statutory 

Biodiversity Metric.   

 

Species-Rich Native Hedgerow  

The hedgerow (H1) which is located along the eastern site boundary adjacent to Clammer Hill Road 

has been classified as a species-rich native hedgerow as it comprises more than or equal to five native 

or archaeophyte woody species in a 30 m section. 

HCA (Section 15.10.3) 

The species-rich native hedgerow was assessed as óModerateô condition as it failed no more than four 

attributes and did not fail both attributes in more than one functional group. The two failures for this 

hedgerow relate to an absence of undisturbed ground adjacent to the hedgerow and the presence of 

>20% cover of species indicative of nutrient enrichment.  

Native Hedgerow with Trees 

The hedgerow which forms the western boundary (H2) has been classified as a native hedgerow with 

trees as it comprises fewer than five native or archaeophyte woody species in a 30 m section and 

includes two mature native oak trees.  

HCA (Section 15.10.3) 

The native hedgerow with trees was assessed as óGoodô condition as it failed no more than two 

attributes and did not fail both attributes in more than one functional group. The two failures for this 

hedgerow relate to the presence of gaps within the hedgerow and the fact that trees within the hedgerow 

comprise only one age class (mature). 
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6.1.13 Baseline Biodiversity Units Calculation 

Tables 16 to 27 provide the baseline habitat, hedgerow and watercourse units for each of the 12 sites. Copies of the Statutory Biodiversity Metrics for each 

individual site should be viewed in combination with this section of the report.   

Table 16. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site A (Woodcock Green & Memorial). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Modified grassland  0.011 Low Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.08 0.08 

Introduced shrub 0.009 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.02 0.02 

Other woodland; 

mixed 

0.179 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.82 0.82 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 0.92 0.92 

 

Table 17. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site B (Grovers Gardens). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Other lowland acid 

grassland  

0.152 Medium  Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.70 0.70 

Other woodland; 

mixed 

0.497 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

2.29 2.29 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.005 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 
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Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 2.99 2.99 

Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Non-native and 

ornamental hedgerow 

0.074 Very low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.09 0.09 

Total Hedge 

Baseline Units 

 0.09 0.09 

 

Table 18. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site C (Golden Valley Verge). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.057 Medium  Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.26 0.26 

Modified grassland  0.706 Low Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

4.87 4.87 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.009 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 5.13 5.13 
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Table 19. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site D (Sturt Road Allotments). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Horticulture  0.491 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.13 1.13 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.027 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 1.13 1.13 

 

Table 20. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site E (SANG at Sturt Road). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Bracken 0.092 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.21 0.21 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG1) 

0.177 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

1.63 1.63 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG2) 

0.64 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

8.83 8.83 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG3) 

0.62 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

5.70 5.70 

Lowland mixed 

deciduous woodland 

2.09 High Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 28.84 28.84 

Gorse scrub 0.323 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

2.97 2.97 
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Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Mixed scrub 0.013 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.12 0.12 

Bramble scrub 0.063 Medium  N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.29 0.29 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 48.60 48.60 

 

Table 21. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site F (Lion Green). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Modified grassland 

(MG1) 

1.076 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.47 2.47 

Modified grassland 

(MG2) 

0.639 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.47 1.47 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.139 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 3.94 3.94 

Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Line of trees 0.373 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.72 1.72 
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Total Linear 

Baseline Units 

 1.72 1.72 

Site Watercourse 

Habitat Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Ditches 0.152 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 0.66 0.66 

Total Watercourse 

Baseline Units 

 0.66 0.66 

 

Table 22. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site G (St. Christopherôs Green). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (m2) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Modified grassland 

(MG1) 

0.308 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.71 0.71 

Modified grassland 

(MG2) 

0.06 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.28 0.28 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.001 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 0.98 0.98 
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Table 23. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site H (Clement Corner). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Modified grassland  0.018 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.08 0.08 

Introduced shrub 0.003 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.01 0.01 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.004 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 0.09 0.09 

Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Non-native and 

ornamental hedgerow 

0.02 Very low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.02 0.02 

Total Linear 

Baseline Units 

 0.02 0.02 

Site Watercourse 

Habitat Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Ditches 0.012 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 0.04 0.04 

Total Watercourse 

Baseline Units 

 0.04 0.04 
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Table 24. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site I (Town Meadow). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.053 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.49 0.49 

Modified grassland  0.453 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.08 2.08 

Ruderal/ephemeral 0.055 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.25 0.25 

Mixed scrub 0.144 Medium  Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.52 0.52 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.101 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.016 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 3.35 3.35 

Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Line of trees (LOT1) 0.043 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.20 0.20 

Line of trees (LOT2) 0.056 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.26 0.26 

Line of trees ï 

associated with bank 

or ditch (LOT3) 

0.046 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.21 0.21 
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Total Linear 

Baseline Units 

 0.67 0.67 

Site Watercourse 

Habitat Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Ditches 0.146 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 0.50 0.50 

Total Watercourse 

Baseline Units 

 0.50 0.50 

 

Table 25. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site J (Pocket Park). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Modified grassland  0.029 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.13 0.13 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 0.13 0.13 

Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Line of trees  0.018 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.04 0.04 

Total Hedge 

Baseline Units 

 0.04 0.04 
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Table 26. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site K (Collards Lane Allotments). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Horticulture  0.903 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.08 2.08 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.014 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 2.08 2.08 

 

Table 27. Baseline Biodiversity Units for Site L (Clammer Hill Allotments). 

Site Area Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.421 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

3.87 3.87 

Modified grassland  0.055 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.25 0.25 

Horticulture  0.336 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.77 0.77 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.008 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.018 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 0 

Total Habitat 

Baseline Units 

 4.90 4.90 
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Site Linear Habitat 

Baseline 

Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Baseline 

Biodiversity Units 

Baseline Biodiversity 

Units Retained 

Species-rich native 

hedgerow (H1) 

0.095 Medium Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.87 0.87 

Native hedgerow with 

trees (H2) 

0.059 Medium Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.81 0.81 

Total Hedge 

Baseline Units 

 1.69 1.69 
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7. Habitat Management Recommendations for Biodiversity Net Gain 

This section outlines detailed habitat creation and enhancement measures that could be incorporated on each of the 12 sites in order to maximise biodiversity 

net gain. Recommendations for ecological enhancement have been made taking the sites current land use, management and likelihood of successful 

establishment into account. Recommendations have also been made based on the likely level of funding and resources available. 

7.1 Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial 

7.1.1 Woodcock Green 

Other Woodland; Mixed (Poor Condition) Ą Other Woodland; Mixed (Moderate Condition) 

The intensity of the current mowing regime (weekly grass cutting to between 50 mm and 75 mm height) beneath the tree canopy at Woodcock Green could be 

reduced. The frequency of mowing could be decreased, or the cutting height increased in order to create a more diverse sward. The margins of the grassland 

beneath the canopy could also be left taller than the surrounding sward to provide a mosaic of microclimates for wildlife while ensuring access is maintained for 

dog walkers and other recreational use. Some mature trees have undergone recent management, but the woodland could potentially be thinned out further to 

provide more light onto the woodland floor. The smaller parcel behind the bus stop that has an understorey dominated by cherry laurel and holly could also be 

thinned out and any cherry laurel removed. The invasive species (rhododendron and variegated yellow archangel) recorded at this site are detrimental to native 

habitats as they out-compete native plants that are beneficial for wildlife and, therefore, could also be removed. Further information on how to prevent invasive 

non-native species from spreading and how to dispose of them, can be found on the Government website (Natural England, Department for Environment, Food 

& Rural Affairs, and Environment Agency, 2014). Any litter or evidence of fly tipping could be removed. If the above measures are implemented, then it is likely 

that the current condition of the woodland at Woodcock green would increase from óPoorô to at least óModerateô and therefore generate a net gain in biodiversity 

units.  

7.1.2 Memorial 

Modified Grassland (Good Condition) Ą Modified Grassland (Good Condition) 

The small size of this site means that opportunities for biodiversity enhancements are relatively limited. The frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the 

cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and set seed. The margins of the grassland adjacent to the ornamental 

planting could also be left taller than the surrounding sward. The grassland could alternatively be seeded with a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the 

site and allowed to form a mini meadow with pathways cut to give access to the public benches. Ultimately, this is unlikely to have a significant impact on the 

generation of biodiversity units for the site but would still be beneficial, particularly for invertebrates. Creating a mosaic of sward heights would mean the 

grassland could pass all seven condition assessment criteria. 



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

 

61 
 

Introduced Shrub 

The existing ornamental planting is dominated by introduced species with some value for pollinating insects, but this could be enhanced further. As a general 

guide, natives could be chosen in favour of non-natives with five herbaceous perennials, or three small shrubs, or one large shrub planted per square metre. 

This could include a mixture of flower and shrub species with ideally at least two for every flowering period/season. This will ensure the provision of pollen 

throughout the lifecycle of most pollinator species. Invasive non-native plants and the use of any pesticides could be avoided. Guidance on how to plan and 

create a border can be found at the following link: https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/how-to-plan-a-border.  

A list of suitable species for each flowering period is provided below: 

Spring 

Flowers & Edibles: Allium, Potentilla, Primula, lungwort, borage, catnip, Crocus, forget-me-not, hellebore, honesty, Aconite, hyacinths, Anemone, rosemary, 

chives, strawberries, hyssop, marjoram, mint, deadnettle, leopardôs bane.  

Bushes & Compact Trees: Ceanothus, flowering currant, Skimmia, willow, Hebe, Mahonia, box, Berberis, crab apple, hawthorn,  

Judas tree. 

Climbers: Clematis, Wisteria.  

Summer 

Flowers & Edibles: Euphorbia, Allium, Cosmos, hollyhocks, craneôs-bill, globe thistle, Primula, lungwort, borage, catnip, Crocus, forget-me-nots, hyacinths, 

Anemone, foxglove, Geraniums, lavender, viperôs bugloss, thyme, blackberries, sage, sweet pea.  

Bushes & Compact Trees: mallow, snowberry, Hypericum, Ceanothus, dog-rose, butterfly-bush, Hebe, Mahonia, box, Berberis, Viburnum, rock rose, Deutzia.  

Climbers: passionflower, rambling and climbing roses, climbing Hydrangea, tufted vetch, black eyed Susan vine.  

Autumn 

Flowers: Helenium, yarrow, bugbane, ground-ivy, wallflower, Campanula, winter aconite, heathers, Asters, autumn ox-eye, sunflower, Verbena.  

Bushes & Compact Trees: Choisya, small abelias, Escallionia, bluebeard, Hebe, St. Johnôs wort, butterfly-bush. 

Climbers: flowering ivy, Clematis, passionflower, honeysuckle.  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/how-to-plan-a-border
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This is unlikely to have a significant impact on the generation of biodiversity units for the site as the broad habitat type would still be classified as introduced 

shrub. 

7.1.3 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 28 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Woodcock Green and Memorial based on the above recommendations.  

Table 28. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site A (Woodcock Green & Memorial). 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Modified grassland  0.011 Low Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.08 

Introduced shrub 0.009 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.02 

Other woodland; 

mixed 

0.179 Medium Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

1.40 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 1.50 

 

As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +62.68 % (+ 0.58 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 0.92 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 

(Includes habitat retention, habitat creation, and enhancement) 

1.50 

Total Net % Change +62.68 % (+ 0.58 

units) 
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7.2 Site B ï Grovers Gardens 

Other lowland acid grassland (Poor Condition) Ą Other lowland acid grassland (Moderate Condition) 

The grassland on site at Grovers Gardens has significant potential for enhancement from its current poor condition to moderate condition, providing the current 

management of the site is altered. The existing selection of acid grassland indicators combined with the underlying geology and existing seed bank could 

provide good opportunities for biodiversity net gain. Management of acid grassland via grazing is more preferable but is not feasible on this site. Therefore, 

mowing is the only alternative which currently includes weekly grass cuts (maintained between 50 mm and 75 mm height) throughout the growing period (March-

October). This could ideally be replaced with a single annual cut in September, or sections of the grassland cut on rotation. If this is not achievable, the frequency 

of mowing could be reduced, or the cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and set seed. The margins of the 

grassland adjacent to the site boundaries could also be left taller than the surrounding sward.   

Removal of Scotôs pine would also contribute to creating better condition acid grassland. Cherry laurel and rhododendron on site could be removed. The large 

compost heap could also be removed from the site and any future cuttings composted elsewhere, to reduce the nutrient levels potentially impacting the woodland 

ground flora and adjacent grassland habitats.  Fertiliser and weed killer could also be avoided. 

Non-native and Ornamental Hedgerow Ą Native Hedgerow 

The ornamental hedgerow that forms the southern site boundary adjacent to Wood Road could be replaced with a species-rich native hedgerow. Alternatively, 

the laurel could be removed and native species interplanted. This would improve the habitat distinctiveness and condition of the hedgerow, therefore increasing 

the biodiversity value of the feature. 

7.2.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 29 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Grovers Gardens based on the above recommendations. 

Table 29. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site B (Grovers Gardens) 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Other lowland acid 

grassland  

0.152 Medium Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

1.19 

Other woodland; 

mixed 

0.497 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

2.29 
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Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.005 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 3.48 

Hedgerow Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Native hedgerow 0.074 Very low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.28 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.28 

 

As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +16.40 % (+ 0.49 units) for habitats and +234.73 

% (+ 0.20 units) for hedgerows. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 2.99 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 3.48 

Total Net % Change +16.40 % (+ 0.49 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 0.09 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 0.28 

Total Net % Change +234.73 % (+ 0.20 units) 
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7.3 Site C ï Golden Valley Verge 

Modified Grassland (Good Condition) & Other Neutral Grassland (Poor Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Good Condition) 

The Golden Valley Verge has been selected for the creation of a wildflower verge, in collaboration with the National Trust, Buglife, Haslemere Biodiversity 

Group and local residents. The proposed management of the verge going forward will involve the National Trust cutting, collecting and then scarifying the verge 

in mid-late summer 2024. The Haslemere Biodiversity Group are then planning to carry out a Community Wildflower Seeding programme in late summer 2024, 

after the verge has been scarified. The implementation and cost of seed will be funded by Buglife. Based on the proposed enhancements at this site, there is 

significant potential for biodiversity net gain as the baseline habitat comprises predominantly good condition modified grassland, which, once the wildflower 

verge has become established, will more closely resemble good condition other neutral grassland. In order to assist Haslemere Biodiversity Group and local 

residents with on-going monitoring of the project, extra quadrats were surveyed along the length of the verge to provide baseline data, the results of which have 

been included in Appendix 5. This will hopefully enable the diversity and relative abundance of grass and forb species to be tracked year-to-year and clearly 

demonstrate positive outcomes for nature.  

7.3.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 30 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Golden Valley Verge based on the above recommendations.  

Table 30. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site C (Golden Valley Verge). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.057 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.57 

Other neutral 

grassland 

0.706 Medium Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

7.73 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.009 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 8.30 
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As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +61.59 % (+ 3.16 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 5.13 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 8.30 

Total Net % Change +61.59 % (+ 3.16 units) 

 

7.4 Site D ï Sturt Road Allotments  

This allotment site comprises almost solely of allotment plots which means recommendations for biodiversity enhancements are limited to those outlined in 

Section 8. However, the majority of these enhancements will not contribute to the generation of biodiversity units as the broad habitat type óHorticultureô would 

remain the same regardless of any interventions on site. Nonetheless, allotment owners could be encouraged to plant native species that are beneficial for a 

range of wildlife, consider habitat connectivity of the site as a whole and avoid the use of pesticides. Further information on wildlife on allotments can be found 

at the following link: wildlifeonallotments.pdf (enablelc.org). 

7.4.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 31 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Sturt Road Allotments based on the above recommendations.  

Table 31. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site D (Sturt Road Allotments). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Horticulture  0.491 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.13 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.027 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 1.13 

https://www.enablelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/wildlifeonallotments.pdf
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As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 1.13 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 1.13 

Total Net % Change 0% (0 units) 

 

7.5 Site E ï SANG at Sturt Road 

Bracken Ą Mixed Scrub (Moderate Condition) 

The dense stand of bracken on site which will shade out native wildflowers and enrich the adjacent soils could be cut and removed to provide further valuable 

scrub habitat.  It can be controlled through cutting two or three times a year (in June, July and August) or bruising/crushing the stems. Mixed scrub should be 

created via planting a range of native woody species suitable for the geology of the site.  

Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Good Condition) 

The two parcels of moderate condition other neutral grassland on site (ONG1 & ONG3) could be enhanced further to match the parcel of existing good condition 

other neutral grassland (ONG2). This could be achieved by ensuring that 10 or more species per square metre are present and removing areas of scattered 

bracken. The SANG Management and Delivery Plan (SMDP) should be referred to for on-going management of the grassland habitat. This site could be suitable 

for grazing providing this is undertaken once in late summer/autumn and public access is removed for the duration. Sheep or goats at low densities could help 

provide a varied, more natural sward structure and help reduce the dominance of palatable grasses. Removal of undesirable plant species including, nettles, 

thistles and encroaching scrub will also be beneficial. 

Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland (Moderate Condition) Ą Lowland Mixed Deciduous Woodland (Good Condition) 

The woodland on site could achieve good condition by reducing signs of nutrient enrichment/damaged ground, improving the ground flora and allowing more 

standing/fallen deadwood to establish. This is considered achievable as the woodland already scores high in the moderate condition class.  
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7.5.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 32 provides the post-intervention habitat units for SANG at Sturt Road based on the above recommendations.  

Table 32. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site E (SANG at Sturt Road). 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Mixed scrub 0.092 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.71 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG1) 

0.177 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

2.20 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG2) 

0.64 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

8.83 

Other neutral 

grassland (ONG3) 

0.62 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

7.70 

Lowland mixed 

deciduous woodland 

2.09 High Good Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 31.18 

Gorse scrub 0.323 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

2.97 

Mixed scrub 0.013 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.12 

Bramble scrub 0.063 Medium  N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.29 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 54.00 
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As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of+11.11% (5.40 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 48.60 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 54.00 

Total Net % Change +11.11% (5.40 units) 

7.6 Site F ï Lion Green 

Modified Grassland (Poor Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition)  

Lion Green is used regularly for recreational purposes and, therefore, any changes to the current management regime (weekly grass cutting to between 50 mm 

and 75 mm height throughout the growing period) would need to ensure that public access is maintained, particularly throughout the spring and summer months. 

This could be achieved by creating wildflower margins beneath the lines of trees that border the short grassland lawns on either side of Lion Lane. The margins 

could be approximately 2 m wide and sown with a shade-tolerant wildflower mix. This would not only enhance the existing poor condition modified grassland to 

moderate condition other neutral grassland but would also improve the condition of the adjacent lines of trees which would benefit from the buffer strip. Access 

points could be cut at intervals along the wildflower margins so residents can still cross between the two grassland parcels. 

More generally, the frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and 

set seed. The margins of the grassland adjacent to the boundary lines of trees and scrub could also be left taller than the surrounding sward. 

Lines of Trees 

Any gaps present could be interplanted with native species. This intervention is unlikely to improve the condition score of the line of trees.  

Ditches (Poor Condition) Ą Ditches (Moderate Condition) 

The wildflower area adjacent to the stream/ditch on site is currently left slightly longer than the surrounding sward. This buffer strip could be extended to at least 

5 m from the top of the bank to provide further protection to the stream and the wildlife it supports. The stream buffer could also be seeded with an aquatic 

marginal mix. This would provide further areas of other neutral grassland.  

The stream is also heavily shaded by the adjacent line of trees which could be thinned, particularly by removing any non-native shrubs such as cherry laurel to 

increase the amount of light reaching the stream bank and stream itself. If the above is implemented, then an improvement in condition for watercourse habitats 

on site could potentially be achieved.  
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7.6.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 33 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Lion Green based on the above recommendations.  

Table 33. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site F (Lion Green). 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Modified grassland 

(MG1) 

1.021 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.35 

Other neutral 

grassland (Wildflower 

verge on MG1) 

0.055 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.39 

Modified grassland 

(MG2) 

0.618 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.42 

Other neutral 

grassland (Wildflower 

verge on MG2) 

0.021 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.15 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.139 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 4.31 

Hedgerow Type  Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Line of trees 0.373 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.72 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 1.72 
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Watercourse Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Ditches 0.152 Medium Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 1.24 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 1.24 

As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +9.31 % (+ 0.37 units) for habitats, 0 % (0 units) 

for hedgerows and +86.72 % (+ 0.58 units) for watercourses. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 3.94 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 4.31 

Total Net % Change +9.31 % (+ 0.37 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 1.72 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 1.72 

Total Net % Change 0 % (0 units) 

 

On-Site Watercourse Baseline Units 0.66 

On-Site Watercourse Post-Intervention Units 1.24 

Total Net % Change +86.72 % (+ 0.58 units) 
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7.7 Site G ï St. Christopherôs Green 

Modified Grassland (Poor Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition)  

St. Christopherôs Green is used less regularly for recreational purposes and, therefore, could have more potential in terms of grassland enhancement. However, 

any changes to the current management regime (weekly grass cutting to between 50 mm and 75 mm height throughout the growing period) would still need to 

ensure that public access is maintained, particularly throughout the spring and summer months. This could be achieved by creating wildflower margins around 

the boundary of the larger grassland parcel to the north of Wey Hill. The margins could be approximately 2 m wide and sown with a suitable wildflower mix. 

Access points could be cut at intervals along the wildflower margins so residents can still cross between the two grassland parcels. 

More generally, the frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and 

set seed. 

7.7.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 34 provides the post-intervention habitat units for St. Christopherôs Green based on the above recommendations.  

Table 34. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site G (St. Christopherôs Green). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (m2) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Modified grassland 

(MG1) 

0.261 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.60 

Other neutral 

grassland (Wildflower 

verge on MG1) 

0.047 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.34 

Modified grassland 

(MG2) 

0.06 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.28 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.001 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 1.21 
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As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +23.07% (0.23 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 0.98 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 1.21 

Total Net % Change +23.07% (0.23 units) 

 

7.8 Site H ï Clement Corner  

Modified Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Modified Grassland (Good Condition) 

The small size of this site means that opportunities for biodiversity enhancements are relatively limited. The frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the 

cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and set seed. The margins of the grassland adjacent to the ornamental 

planting could also be left taller than the surrounding sward. The grassland could alternatively be seeded with a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the 

site and allowed to form a mini meadow with pathways cut to give access to the public benches. Creating a mosaic of sward heights would mean the grassland 

could pass six of the seven condition assessment criteria and meet ógoodô condition. 

Ditches (Poor Condition) Ą Ditches (Moderate Condition) 

The small section of stream that runs through the centre of the site could be enhanced via a combination of different measures including re-profiling of the 

stream bank, removal of any marginal vegetation that creates monocultures and the installation of coir rolls to improve the diversity of in-stream aquatic 

vegetation. This would increase the biodiversity unit value of the habitat by improving its condition from poor to moderate.               

Introduced Shrub 

The existing ornamental planting is dominated by introduced species with some value for pollinating insects, but this could be enhanced further. As a general 

guide, natives could be chosen in favour of non-natives with five herbaceous perennials, or three small shrubs, or one large shrub planted per square metre. 

This could include a mixture of flower and shrub species with ideally at least two for every flowering period/season. This will ensure the provision of pollen 

throughout the lifecycle of most pollinator species. Invasive non-native plants and the use of any pesticides could be avoided. Guidance on how to plan and 

create a border can be found at the following link: https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/how-to-plan-a-border. This is unlikely to have a significant impact on 

the generation of biodiversity units for the site as the broad habitat type would still be classified as introduced shrub. 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/garden-design/how-to-plan-a-border
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7.8.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 35 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Clement Corner based on the above recommendations.  

Table 35. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site H (Clement Corner). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Modified grassland  0.018 Low Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.11 

Introduced shrub 0.003 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.01 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.004 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.12 

Hedgerow Type  Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Non-native and 

ornamental hedgerow 

0.02 Very low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.02 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.02 

Watercourse Type  Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Ditches 0.012 Medium Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 0.08 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.08 
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As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +9.31 % (+ 0.37 units) for habitats, 0 % (0 units) 

for hedgerows and +86.72 % (+ 0.58 units) for watercourses. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 0.09 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 0.12 

Total Net % Change +32.32 % (+ 0.03 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 0.02 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 0.02 

Total Net % Change 0 % (0 units) 

 

On-Site Watercourse Baseline Units 0.04 

On-Site Watercourse Post-Intervention Units 0.08 

Total Net % Change +86.72 % (+ 0.04 units) 

 

7.9 Site I ï Town Meadow 

Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Good Condition) 

The central waterlogged area of the site comprises other neutral grassland habitat in moderate condition. In order to enhance this parcel of grassland to good 

condition the following management techniques could be implemented: 

¶ Removal of undesirable plant species including nettles thistles and scrub.  
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¶ The grassland could be seeded with a wildflower mix suitable for the geology and hydrology of the site or plug plants added to the sward. Mowing yearly 

in rotation in the autumn to no lower than 10 cm in height and removing the arisings to reduce the nutrient input into the soil and prevent fast-growing 

grass species from dominating. 

¶ Fertilisers, pesticides, and herbicides should be avoided.   

This would result in the parcel passing five of the six condition criteria including essential criteria A and F needed to achieve ógoodô condition. 

Modified Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Modified Grassland (Good Condition) 

The frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and set seed. The 

margins of the grassland adjacent to the site boundaries could also be left taller than the surrounding sward. The grassland could alternatively be seeded with 

a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the site and allowed to form a meadow. Creating a mosaic of sward heights would mean the grassland could pass 

six of the seven condition assessment criteria and meet ógoodô condition. 

Ruderal/ephemeral Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition)  

The ruderal/ephemeral vegetation located along the northern boundary of Town Meadow could be enhanced to other neutral grassland habitat. This could be 

achieved via cutting and removal of nettles and scrub before scarifying and seeding with an appropriate shade-tolerant wildflower mix.  

7.9.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 36 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Town Meadow based on the above recommendations. 

Table 36. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site I (Town Meadow). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.053 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.66 

Modified grassland  0.453 Low Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.81 

Other neutral 

grassland 

0.055 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.42 
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Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Mixed scrub 0.144 Medium  Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.52 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.101 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.016 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 4.42 

Hedgerow Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Line of trees (LOT1) 0.043 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.20 

Line of trees (LOT2) 0.056 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.26 

Line of trees ï 

associated with bank 

or ditch (LOT3) 

0.046 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.21 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.67 

Watercourse Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Ditches 0.146 Medium Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same habitat required 0.50 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.50 
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As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +31.98 % (+ 1.07 units) for habitats, 0 % (0 units) 

for hedgerows and 0 % (0 units) for watercourses. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 3.35 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 4.42 

Total Net % Change +31.98 % (+ 1.07 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 0.67 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 0.67 

Total Net % Change 0 % (0 units) 

 

On-Site Watercourse Baseline Units 0.50 

On-Site Watercourse Post-Intervention Units 0.50 

Total Net % Change 0 % (0 units) 

 

7.10 Site J ï Pocket Park  

Modified Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition) 

The small size of this site means that opportunities for biodiversity enhancements are relatively limited. The frequency of mowing could be reduced, or the 

cutting height increased slightly in order to allow any forbs within the grassland to flower and set seed. Alternatively, as this area of grassland is located on a 

raised platform with less public footfall, it could be seeded with a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the site or a wildflower turf laid to create a mini 

meadow. This could potentially provide a significant percentage net gain for a small site as the existing moderate condition modified grassland could be 

enhanced to other neutral grassland of at least moderate condition.  



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

 

79 
 

Ground Based Green Wall 

The rear wall of Pocket Park could also potentially be enhanced by installing a ground based green wall with climbing plants that are known to provide a valuable 

pollen source for pollinating insects. This would also generate additional biodiversity units.  

7.10.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 37 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Pocket Park based on the above recommendations.  

Table 37. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site J (Pocket Park). 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Other neutral 

grassland 

0.029 Medium  Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

0.23 

 0.005 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.01 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.24 

Hedgerow Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Line of trees  0.018 Low Poor Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.04 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 0.04 

 

As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +80.41 % (+ 0.11 units) for habitats and 0% (0 

units) for hedgerows. 



Haslemere Biodiversity Audit Report 

 

80 
 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 0.13 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 0.24 

Total Net % Change +80.41 % (+ 0.11 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 0.04 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 0.04 

Total Net % Change 0 % (0 units) 

 

7.11 Site K ï Collards Lane Allotments 

This allotment site comprises almost solely of allotment plots which means recommendations for biodiversity enhancements are limited to those outlined in 

Section 8. However, the majority of these enhancements will not contribute to the generation of biodiversity units as the broad habitat type óHorticultureô would 

remain the same regardless of any interventions on site. Nonetheless, allotment owners could be encouraged to plant native species that are beneficial for a 

range of wildlife, consider habitat connectivity of the site as a whole and avoid the use of pesticides. Further information on wildlife on allotments can be found 

at the following link: wildlifeonallotments.pdf (enablelc.org). 

7.11.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 38 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Collards Lane Allotments based on the above recommendations.  

Table 38. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site K (Collards Lane Allotments). 

Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Horticulture  0.903 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

2.08 

https://www.enablelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/wildlifeonallotments.pdf
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Habitat Type  Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.014 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 2.08 

 

As shown in the table below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of 0% (0 units) for habitats. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 2.08 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 2.08 

Total Net % Change 0% (0 units) 

 

7.12 Site L ï Clammer Hill Allotments  

This site comprises partly of allotment plots which means recommendations for biodiversity enhancements are limited to those outlined in Section 8. However, 

the majority of these enhancements will not contribute to the generation of biodiversity units as the broad habitat type óHorticultureô would remain the same 

regardless of any interventions on site. Nonetheless, allotment owners could be encouraged to plant native species that are beneficial for a range of wildlife, 

consider habitat connectivity of the site as a whole and avoid the use of pesticides. Further information on wildlife on allotments can be found at the following 

link: wildlifeonallotments.pdf (enablelc.org). 

Other Neutral Grassland (Moderate Condition) Ą Other Neutral Grassland (Good Condition) 

Part of this allotment site also includes other neutral grassland habitat in moderate condition. In order to enhance this parcel of grassland to good condition the 

following management techniques could be implemented: 

¶ Removal of undesirable plant species including common nettle (Urtica dioica) and curled thistle (Rumex crispus) which were recorded within this habitat. 

https://www.enablelc.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/wildlifeonallotments.pdf
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¶ Areas of grassland could be seeded with a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the site or plug plants added to the sward. Mowing yearly in rotation 

in the autumn to no lower than 10 cm in height and removing the arisings to reduce the nutrient input into the soil and prevent fast-growing grass species 

from dominating. 

¶ Alternatively, it could be grazed once a year in late summer/autumn. This will allow wildflowers to set seed and ensure the nutrient levels are gradually 

reduced. Creating a more natural mosaic of sward heights will help create varying microclimates for invertebrates, reptiles, and other wildlife.   

¶ Fertilisers, pesticides, and herbicides could be avoided.   

Native hedgerow with trees (Good Condition) Ą Species-rich Native Hedgerow with Trees (Good Condition)  

The hedgerows are subject to either an annual or biannual cut and waste removed. This management could be maintained to allow the hedgerows to form an 

óAô profile. This will provide benefits to a range of wildlife including the provision of suitable nesting habitat for birds, increased connectivity of foraging/commuting 

routes for bats, and a winter food source for birds of conservation concern.  

The native hedgerow with trees is already of good condition so opportunities for enhancement would be limited to increasing the number of native woody 

species present to at least 5 per 30 metre stretch of hedgerow to make it species-rich.  

Species-rich Native Hedgerow (Moderate Condition) Ą Species-rich Native Hedgerow (Good Condition)  

The species-rich native hedgerow is currently moderate condition and could be enhanced to good condition via planting of any gaps with native species already 

growing on site and by reducing the intensity of the mowing regime adjacent to the hedgerow to allow an undisturbed buffer strip to establish. This will help to 

protect the hedgerow and the wildlife it supports.  

7.12.1 Post-intervention Biodiversity Units 

Table 39 provides the post-intervention habitat units for Clammer Hill Allotments based on the above recommendations.  

Table 39. Post-intervention Biodiversity Units for Site L (Clammer Hill Allotments). 

Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Other neutral 

grassland  

0.421 Medium  Good Formally identified in local strategy Same broad habitat or a higher 

distinctiveness habitat required 

5.23 

Modified grassland  0.055 Low Moderate Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.25 
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Habitat Type Approximate 

Area (ha) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Horticulture  0.336 Low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

0.77 

Developed land; 

sealed surface 

0.008 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Artificial unvegetated; 

unsealed surface 

0.018 Very low N/A Formally identified in local strategy Compensation not required 0 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 6.26 

Hedgerow Type Approximate 

Length (km) 

Habitat 

Distinctiveness 

Habitat 

Condition 

Strategic Significance Suggested Action to Address 

Habitat Losses 

Post-Intervention 

Biodiversity Units 

Species-rich native 

hedgerow (H1) 

0.095 Medium Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.28 

Species-rich Native 

hedgerow with trees 

(H2) 

0.059 Medium Good Formally identified in local strategy Same distinctiveness or better 

habitat required 

1.15 

Total Post-

Intervention Units 

 2.44 
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As shown in the tables below, the above recommendations would result in a biodiversity net gain of +16.40 % (+ 0.49 units) for habitats and +234.73 

% (+ 0.20 units) for hedgerows. 

On-Site Habitat Baseline Units 4.90 

On-Site Habitat Post-Intervention Units 6.26 

Total Net % Change +27.68 % (+ 1.36 units) 

 

On-Site Hedgerow Baseline Units 1.69 

On-Site Hedgerow Post-Intervention Units 2.44 

Total Net % Change +44.28 % (+ 0.75 units) 
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8. Further Ecological Enhancements 

Below are a set of biodiversity enhancement measures, which could be implemented on some of the 

sites surveyed as part of the Haslemere Biodiversity Audit. Site references have been included in 

brackets next to the features that would be suitable for that site. Images of some of these features are 

included in Appendix 6.   

¶ Planting of native trees and shrubs (All sites). 

¶ The planting of native species-rich hedgerows to increase habitat connectivity to the wider 

landscape. This could include native species of local provenance including, but not limited to, 

blackthorn, hawthorn, field maple and spindle. The hedgerows should be at least 2 m in height 

and depth and managed to form an óAô profile. This will provide benefits to a range of wildlife 

including the provision of suitable nesting habitat for birds, increased connectivity of 

foraging/commuting routes for bats, and a winter food source for birds of conservation concern. 

(All sites).  

¶ The use of appropriate SUDS. For example, in addition to permeable surfaces, a rain garden 

could be included (see Rainwater Gardens, a Guide for Residents, Woking Borough Council, 

2018) (Sites F, G, I & J). 

¶ Open spaces could include a wildflower mix suitable for the geology of the sites, such as those 

available from Emorsgate Seeds (Emorsgate Seeds, 2024) (All sites).  

¶ The installation of log piles along site boundaries, to provide habitat for invertebrates and 

reptiles (Sites A, B, D, E, K & L). 

¶ The installation of Improved Crevice Bat Box (or similar) on trees and buildings, would be 

beneficial to common and widespread crevice dwelling bat species that are likely to be present 

within the wider Haslemere area. These can be purchased from NHBS (NHBS, 2024) (All sites).   

¶ The installation of Improved Cavity Bat Box (or similar) on trees and buildings, would be 

beneficial to common and widespread cavity roosting bat species that are likely to be present 

within the wider Haslemere area. These can also be purchased from NHBS (NHBS, 2024) (All 

sites).   

¶ The installation of Vivara Pro Barcelona WoodStone Open Nest Box on buildings and trees 

would be beneficial to garden bird species. These nest boxes can be purchased from NHBS 

(NHBS, 2024) (All sites).  

¶ The installation of Vivara Pro Seville 28mm WoodStone Nest Boxes on buildings and trees 

would be beneficial to garden bird species. These nest boxes can be purchased from NHBS 

(NHBS, 2024) (All sites).  

 

¶ The installation of Vivara Pro WoodStone Starling Nest Box on buildings and trees would be 

beneficial to garden bird species. These nest boxes can be purchased from NHBS (NHBS, 

2024) (All sites).  

¶ The installation of Hedgehog access points Nest Boxes, which can be purchased from NHBS 

(NHBS, 2024) (All sites).   

¶ The installation of a hibernacula for invertebrates, such as the National Trust Apex Insect and/or 

House, which can be purchased from NHBS (NHBS, 2024) (All sites).   
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¶ The installation of a wildlife pond planted with native aquatic plant species (Sites D, E, K & L).  

9. Discussion and Conclusion 

Based on the results of the field surveys and biodiversity net gain assessments, it is evident that there 

are significant opportunities for biodiversity net gain within the 12 HTC sites surveyed as part of the 

Haslemere Biodiversity Audit.  

As expected, the SANG at Sturt Road formed the site with the largest number of baseline units (48.60) 

owing to the presence of habitats of higher distinctiveness and better condition. However, the unit uplift 

from implementing the habitat management recommendations at the SANG site (54 units post-

intervention) is far smaller in comparison to some of the more urban public greenspaces for example. 

While these greenspaces (Lion Green, St. Christopherôs Green, Woodcock Green & Memorial, Clement 

Corner, Pocket Park and the Golden Valley Verge) support much lower baseline units, they could 

provide particularly high percentage net gains mainly via the creation and enhancement of grassland 

habitats. The sites comprising almost solely of allotment plots (Sturt Road allotments and Collard Lane 

allotments) currently offer the least potential in terms of generating biodiversity net gain units as the 

broad habitat type will not change regardless of any management interventions. However, this is not to 

suggest that allotments are not a valuable resource for wildlife. It should also be noted that planting of 

individual trees could help to increase biodiversity units on each of the 12 sites. However, as the wider 

Beacon Hill and Haslemere areas already comprise high percentage cover of woodland, tree planting 

should be implemented on sites where it makes ecological sense to do so and not in favour of creating 

species-rich grassland or heathland habitats. 

The creation and enhancement of habitats for biodiversity net gain is independent of HTCôs obligation 

to follow avoidance and mitigation measures for protected species which should be considered prior to 

the implementation of any habitat management works.  

The recommendations for habitat management outlined in Section 7 are hypothetical scenarios which 

could be wholly or partly implemented on the 12 sites. Once details of any potential habitat creation and 

enhancement measures have been finalised, the Statutory Biodiversity Metrics should be updated, and 

a Habitat Management and Monitoring Plan (HMMP) prepared to secure the habitats for at least 30 

years.  
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11. Figures 

11.1 Figure 1a: Site Locations ï Beacon Hill Overview 
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11.2 Figure 1b: Site Locations ï Haslemere Overview 
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11.3 Figure 2:  Results of Field Surveys 

11.3.1 Site A ï Woodcock Green & Memorial 
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11.3.2 Site B ï Grovers Gardens 
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11.3.3 Site C ï Golden Valley Verge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 














































































































































































































































